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Executive Report 

 
Dear Aranda community, 

 

Ordre des Palmes Académiques (Order of Academic Palms) 

Congratulations to Myriam Davies for receiving the Ordre des Palmes Académiques. 

This is an order of knighthood, bestowed by the French Republic, to distinguished 

academics and figures in the world of culture and education. Myriam received the 

award during a special presentation night held in her honour on Thursday 28 

November. She was recognised for her work as the French Network Leader for the 

ACT, coordinating French teachers and organising professional learning for them, 

liaising with the French Embassy, the Alliance Française and other French 

organisations. Well done, Myriam!  

   
 
 

Orienteering 

Congratulations to all Aranda students who participated in the primary schools’ 

orienteering competition at Yarramundi Reach. Their combined efforts resulted in 

winning the ACT Primary School Orienteering Championships. Students put in a 

fabulous individual and team effort, displaying outstanding navigational skills and 

fitness.  

 

 

Issue 23 

5 December 2019 

Assembly Timetable 

 

Week 8: Whole School – 
Music 

Week 9: No Assembly 

Week 10: Year 6 Graduation 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

10 Dec 
Volunteer Thank You 
Function at 8.30am 

12 Dec 
P&C Meeting at 6.30pm – 
Bolt Bar 

13 Dec Sem 2 Reports issued 

17 Dec Year 6 Graduation 

18 Dec Year 4 National Gallery 

19 Dec Last Day of Term  

Scan this QR code using the 
device you would like the school 

calendar to appear on. 

 
 
 
Notes Home           Due Back 

 
Year 6 Graduation 

 
6 Dec 

 
Camp Intention 

 
11 Dec 

 

Newsletter 
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Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop operates on Friday 
mornings, from 8.30am – 9.30am only. 
Please contact the Uniform Shop via 
email if you have any questions. 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 
 
 

 

 

Kindergarten Transition Visits 

Next year’s Kindergarten students have begun a series of transition visits. They have 

enthusiastically participated in a variety of activities designed to build their 

confidence as they move towards their exciting start next year. Their visits will 

continue this week.  

We look forward to welcoming each of them into our Kindergarten classes in 2020.  

   

   

mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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French News 

Congratulations to the following students for passing their French DELF Exam. (The DELF Exam is an internationally 

recognised exam from the French government that is valid for life.) 

DELF A1.1: Max Harris, Jasmine Lin, Elodie Wade, Jarrah Woolley, Arabella Masters, Brianna Wright and Joseph Eronen 

DELF A1: Ella Hogg and Owen Eveston 

 

Congratulations also to four of our students who received a prize at the ACT French Poetry Competition. Sebastian (1RL) 

received first prize for Year 1 non-francophone and Hania (1MH) received second prize. Esther (2AW) received second 

prize for Year 2 non-francophone and Josie (4JK) received second prize for the Year 4 francophone. They were all invited to 

a prize ceremony, where they recited their poem in front of a big audience. Bravo! 

 

Year 6 Graduation Reminder 

Our Year 6 Graduation will occur on Tuesday 17 December. The ceremony will be held in our school hall at 11.30am. 

 

Volunteers Breakfast 

We warmly welcome all volunteers to our thank you breakfast on Tuesday 10 December at 8.30am. The breakfast will be 

held in the community room. We would love you to join us. 

 

1994 Time Capsule  

To celebrate our 50th Anniversary, we have opened the time capsule that has remained buried since our school’s 25th 

Anniversary. The capsule contains a variety of mementos, including packages from individual classes. These packages will 

be distributed so our students can enjoy the contributions from our past students.  

         

We will refill the capsule, including items from our present students, and seal it, ready for opening in 2069.  

Jenny Coen 

Executive Teacher 
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2020 Bookpack Orders 
 
2020 Bookpacks are now available for order from WINC (formerly OfficeMax). Please note that we have arranged to 

have the cut-off date for free delivery extended until 15 December 2019.  

Please be aware of the following information in relation to placing your order:  

 

Date Orders Placed Delivery Date 
Delivery 

Charge 

On or before 15 December 

2019 

Bookpacks will be delivered directly to Aranda 

Primary School prior to the commencement of 

Term 1, 2020. 

No delivery 

charge 

After 15 December and 

before 31 December 2019 

Bookpacks will be delivered directly to Aranda 

Primary School prior to the commencement of 

Term 1, 2020. 

Delivery charge 

of $12.95 will 

be applied 

No orders will be accepted from 1 January 2020 till 31 January 2020 

After 31 January 2020 

Bookpacks will be delivered directly to Aranda 

Primary School; however delivery may not 

occur prior to the commencement of Term 1, 

2020. The school will put in place measures to 

ensure students are not without access to 

resources in the interim. 

A delivery 

charge, 

determined by 

WINC, will be 

applied  
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Student Voice 
News and current affairs written by the students of Aranda Primary 
 
Year 6 Graduation 
By Lil and Abby 
 
As the year comes to an end, a brand new journey awaits for the Year 6s. Some are scared but others are excited for 
their high school experience.  
 
We interviewed some Year 6s to see what they were looking forward to, and most of them mentioned that they were 
excited to meet new people but nervous at the same time.  
 
We also asked what the highlight of the year was. There were a variety of answers such as: camp, leader ship 
opportunities and the 50th Anniversary event. 
 
It’s a special year for Mr Gray as well because he started being the Principal when the Year 6s started in 
Kindergarten. It’s sad to see them go but we all wish them good luck for high school.  
 
 
 

Year 5 Leaders 

By Ellie Twycross 

 

This year’s school leaders are Noah Smith, Lilly Wilson, Lucy Stewart, Sylvie Russel and Owen Everston. But they 

can’t stay School Leaders forever! So we will need new ones. The speeches have already been run, on 10 

November, and 32 students gave speeches. Here are some interviews from hopeful students: 

 

Whitepool (code name)  

Why do you want to be a School Leader?: I think being a School Leader would be a really good opportunity for 

people to have a go at a really big leadership opportunity.  

What inspired you to do this?: What inspired me to do this was that I think it's a really good opportunity for 

everyone to do it, and I want to just put my name out there.  

What are your core strengths?:  I believe my core strengths are persistence and integrity. 

 

Max Harris : 

Why do you want to be a School Leader?: I feel it would be a great opportunity to build on my teamwork and 

leadership skills. 

What inspired you to do this?: I’ve had a lot of friends over the years who have become a School Leader and 

prepared the road ahead of me. 

What are your core strengths?: Teamwork and leadership. 

 

The results are in, and the school leaders for 2019 are … Toby Gosling-Dunlop and Paige Davis — an excellent 

choice and they will hopefully lead the school greatly in 2020. 
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🎮 Are Video Games Good or Bad? 🎮 

By JB 

Video games are an entertainment system available for most devices to this day, used by mostly kids and teenagers. 

Video games can have good and bad effects on your children. Some are scientifically proven, like you may have 

better hand-eye coordination, but you may not be getting enough exercise.  

Video games were invented in 1958 and have become a lot more different and intriguing for young players since then. 

The big question is: are they good, or bad? 

How are Video Games Good? 

Loads of kids adore video games and they are good in lots of ways. Scientists have recently discovered that video 

games could improve the lives of the mentally ill and the disabled since it brings happiness to them if they complete 

something, like completing a level which takes their mind off their disability or illness.  

To determine whether video games affect the brain, scientists have recently gathered a group of people and made 

half of them play video games for 30 minutes a day and the other half no video games at all. After 2 months, they 

used magnetic imaging to look at the brain and it was clear that the people who were playing had a volumetric brain 

increase.  

Games can also teach children problem solving and strategy skills from trying to find out how to do something by 

trying different procedures which would help in several subjects in school.  

How are Video Games Bad? 

Games are loved around the world by lots of people, but too much of them would definitely be a problem around the 

globe. It is true that video games can improve a lot of skills, like hand-eye coordination, but too much of anything is 

always bad.  

Science has proved that video games can affect your sleep if played too late. And, they can even cause stress, 

anxiety or even kill brain cells in very severe circumstances of addiction, like 12 hours a day. The recommended 

amount of video gaming that is safe is about 9 hours a week, which won't cause any problems of health, but try not to 

play over 9 hours.  

Overly violent games can even cause kids to act aggressively, so try to stay to the age recommendations of games 

so kids are able to play what is appropriate for them. If you play games in all of your free time, it will be hard to get 

into the daily routine of exercise. Without enough exercise, people may even become overweight. 

Overall, there are good and bad effects that can happen to anyone if they play video games for a certain amount of 

times. Science has proven so many reasons for what happens if you play video games, but it is for you to decide your 

personal views on video games.  

My personal views are that video games are a great way to be entertained from the age of 6 - 16. I have enjoyed 

them for the past 7 or 8 years of my life, and I still like them to this day. I think that video games are an amazing way 

to be entertained in your childhood, just as long as you don’t play too much. 
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Bandstravaganza 

By Nina L and Lucy S 

At the end of the year, Year 6 band students performed at Bandstravaganza. Bandstravaganza is a celebratory 

concert for all students across the ACT who participate in band. Bandstravaganza is located at Llewellyn Hall, near 

the ANU.  

Students from all Year 6 band classes, Year 6 ukulele classes, HS band program, Primary Concert Bands (M & Th), 

Primary Concert Choir, Junior Concert Band, Senior Concert Choir, Senior Jazz Band and Senior Concert Band were 

performing throughout a 3-day period, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

The groups all practised very hard, and the performers showcased their hard work. Each performance was enjoyable 

for both performers and audience members. 

Most of the students’ musical journeys started in Year 5, when they took a quiz which determined whether they would 

be in band. Throughout Years 5 and 6, students have been learning new things throughout music rehearsals, 

combined band practices, and some students are in extension ensembles, like PCB.  

Band and Choir are enriching extracurricular activities that have many benefits. Making music is a great learning 

experience and something that will help in the future. Many of us are continuing with our instruments in high school, 

and many are trying new instruments. Both Year 5 and graduating Year 6s are looking forward to furthering 

themselves on their instrumental knowledge. 

At Bandstravaganza, the audience was packed, and despite it being a somewhat daunting thought of performing in 

front of so many people, all the groups performed incredibly and it was a very successful event! It was also a great 

experience for those participating in the performances as it was such a great environment and celebration of the 

varying bands.  
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ACT Primary School Orienteering Championships 

A small group of Aranda students participated in the ACT Primary School Orienteering Championships held on 27 

November at Lindsay Pryor Arboretum on the shores of Lake Burley Griffin. A fantastic day was had by all, with great 

courses run in perfect weather. Individual results were: 

Boys 12 - James Colwell 1st, Max Edvardsson 5th 

Boys 11 - Elye Dent 1st, Tom Inwood 3rd,  

Boys 10 - Ethan Colwell 3rd, Luca Saunders 4th 

Boys 9 - Hayden Dent 1st, Connor Dent 2nd 

 

Girls 12 - Ella Hogg 3rd 

Girls 10 - Ariadna Iskhakova 2nd, Mira Walter 3rd, Katy Hogg 4th 

 

Pairs 12 - Liam Inwood / Ben Wang 5th, Charlie Feld / Jasper Furey 10th, Emma King / Zoe McCrae 21st 

Pairs 10 - Tilly Harlow / Lily Altamore 1st 

 

Aranda Primary School was awarded the Champion School for 2019!  
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Canteen News 
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SRC News 

Time capsule  
                         
Since this year is Aranda’s 50th Anniversary, we have decided to plant another time capsule. The new time capsule 
will be opened in 50 years from now (if the school is still open). The time capsule will include memories of Aranda’s 
50th anniversary, photos, and other important things about this year. 
 
Before we bury the new time capsule, we are really excited to be digging up the time capsule buried during the 
school’s 25th birthday celebrations. The SRC will explore the contents before they are shared with each class. We 
can’t wait to see what’s inside! The things put inside a time capsule can help people remember what the school was 
like then and see how quickly things can change. 
 
So far, some of the suggestions that have been put forward for what should go in new time capsule are: a  computer 
mouse, photos (memories of Aranda), a 3D printed item and a rock from the creek bed.   
 
Saving Water 
 
During our most recent SRC meeting, wasting water was brought up. We are looking for a solution for this issue and 
are keen to make an Aranda contribution to minimising water wastage. During recess and lunch, students are putting 
lunch wrappers and mud into the bubblers, making the bubblers overflow and causing puddles on the ground. We ask 
students to please use only the water they need and not anymore, to keep the bubblers free of litter and matter. The 
SRC would really appreciate your help. If you come up with any ideas on water saving, please don’t hesitate to inform 
us. Click here to contribute.   
 
Beryl 
 
The SRC would like to congratulate you all for your donations towards our orangutan, Beryl. As a whole school, we 
have raised $483.15 from the disco on Friday. All of the money that we raised will go to our orangutan, Beryl. Thank 
you for your contributions.  
 
SRC 
 
SRC is a place where students can freely voice their opinions and make suggestions to how the school should be run, 
and how it can improve. SRC is also a great way to share information to the school, this also helps the students learn 
to be independent and take on responsibilities. Firstly, every class in the school picks a class representative and a 
vice representative. The class representative that your class picks runs a class meeting every fortnight, so that when 
they get to SRC (every second Friday) they can discuss all the positives, negatives and ideas that their class has 
come up with. This year's SRC has been great. It has been particularly evident this year that SRC representatives 
have taken their role very seriously and worked unwaveringly as a dedicated team. We hope it continues in the 
following years. 
 
Thank you,  
The School leaders  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fa0HQnb0TYH2BK8ePY0_QkWepJSPk8lPLW2utpkgnU8/edit
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Aranda Music and Art Program Update 

Dear families of Aranda Music & Arts (AMA) Program children 

We are writing to provide an update about a range of matters, including the start time for the following AMA classes in 

2020: 

• Introduction to Music 

• Continuing Music 

• Art 
 

To begin with, the AMA Committee expresses its gratitude for the continuing support of our principal, Phil Gray, and all 

Aranda Primary School teachers. Without their support, we could not continue to operate this program that so many of us, 

and our children, value so highly.  

The AMA Program has many unique features, including: 

• It is a long-standing, parent-volunteer run program. It has been operating at Aranda Primary School for over 20 
years. 

• Aranda Primary School makes its premises available for the program. This makes the program very accessible to 
families and children, and facilitates children accessing the range of activities the program offers.  

 

While supporting the AMA Program, Aranda Primary School’s paramount consideration is supporting our highly valued 

teachers, including their need to use their classrooms after 3pm. The AMA Committee unconditionally supports this 

approach. As our school continues to have at, or exceeding, capacity student enrolments, it is necessary for both the 

school and the AMA Program to adapt and look for innovative solutions to meet its needs. These are our shared 

challenges.  

We also remind families that under AMA Program’s enrolment terms and conditions, families are responsible for their 

children (including transport arrangements) prior to the AMA Program lesson and once the lesson finishes, unless their 

child/ren are enrolled in Aranda Afters on the day they attend their AMA lesson. This means child/ren must not be left 

unsupervised on school grounds before or after their AMA lesson.  

Having carefully considered these matters, we have agreed that in 2020: 

• Introduction to Music (a group music class for Kindergarten and Year 1 students) will start at 3.15pm each 
Tuesday and be held in the Music Room. 

• Continuing Music (a group music class for Year 1 students who have participated in Introduction to Music, and 
Year 2 students) will start at 3.15pm each Wednesday and be held in the Music Room.  

• Drama and dance group classes held offsite at Aranda Shops, and will start at 3pm on Monday for drama, and 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays for dance (subject to interest). 

• Art (a group class held each day) will start at 3.15pm each day subject to classroom availability. On any day a 
classroom is unavailable from 3.15pm, Art will not start before 3.30pm.  

• Lessons for all other AMA Program classes will not start before 3.30pm.  

• All AMA lessons will start in Week 3 (following 3-way interviews in Week 2). 

• Any offers for 2020 placements made this year will be preliminary, subject to room availability. The AMA 
committee will confirm placements as soon as possible in the first weeks of Term 1, prior to lessons commencing 
in Week 3. 
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As a result of these changes, the AMA Committee has re-opened AMA first round enrolments for 2020. Enrolments will 

close at 8pm on Friday, 13 December. If you haven’t already enrolled, or if you want to change/add lessons to an 

enrolment already submitted, please access the online enrolment form at: http://www.arandamusicprogram.org/. 

If you have any questions, please email info@arandamusicprogram.org. 

Your sincerely 

Phil Gray                                                    Kate Burmester                                            

Principal                                                     Convenor 

Aranda Primary School                              Aranda Music & Arts 

 

Uniform Shop Update 

 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours Update 

 

Term 4 2019 – Last opening will be Friday 13th December 08:30 – 09:30 

Term 1 2020 – Special opening on the first day Monday 3rd February 08:30 – 09:30. We’ve got 

you covered for everything from a full set of uniform to those last minute items! 

Opening as normal every term time Friday from week 1 08:30 – 09:30 

P&C 

The next meeting of the P&C will be held at 6:30pm, on Thursday 12 December at the Bolt Bar. All welcome. Minutes and 

agenda can be accessed via request to secretaryarandapandc@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arandamusicprogram.org/
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
mailto:secretaryarandapandc@gmail.com
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Community News 

Taking the time to be kind 
 
Term 4 is a very busy and sometimes stressful time for our families, staff and the community, as the end of the 
school year and the summer holidays approach. 
 
We look forward to enjoying the wonderful end-of-year events, including those fabulous graduations and formals. It 
is such a special and memorable time for so many. 
 
As well as the celebrations, it’s also a time to focus on how we treat each other. Sometimes, as we get busier and 
more tired, we lose sight of how our behaviour can impact on others. 
 
We all deserve to be part of a safe learning and working environment, which means that no one should feel unsafe 
or be subjected to unacceptable or disrespectful behaviour. 
 
As we move through the last few weeks of the school year, please remember to treat others with respect, including 
children, young people, other families and our staff. 
 
Be kind to each other…everyone is doing their absolute best to support our young people through their learning 
journey. It’s important we make that experience the most positive and supportive at every level because it takes a 
community to raise a child. 
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Aranda Afters News 

 

 


