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Executive Report 

 
Dear Aranda Community, 
 
Term 3 promises to be incredibly busy and exciting.  
 
Some important dates for your diaries this term include: 

• Year 6 Combined Band Practice on Wednesday 7 August 

• Year 5 Combined Band Practice on Wednesday 21 August  

• Year 5/6 Board Game Expo on Tuesday 24 August 

• School Science Fair on Tuesday 13 & Wednesday 14 August  

• Book Week Parade on Thursday 22 August 

• Grandfriends Day on Friday 20 September 
 

Student Representative Council News 
 
Our Student Representative Council (SRC) is made up of students across all classes 
(K-6). During meetings, they present ideas to the council for the benefit of their peers. 
The SRC also informs classes about important information that affects the student 
body. 
 
The work in Semester 1 by our SRC, the whole student body and our broader 
community resulted in the school being able to donate OVER $2,300 to the DEBRA 
Foundation. The DEBRA Foundation works in a variety of ways to make a difference 
to the lives of Australian children living with EB (Epidermolysis Bullosa). 
 
This week, each class will elect new SRC representatives for Semester 2. Our SRC 
fundraising focus in Term 3 will be our ongoing support of the orangutans of Borneo. 
We are pleased to report that the rehabilitation of our adopted orangutan, Bidu-Bidu, 
has been very successful with Bidu-Bidu independently foraging for food, building his 
own shelter and socialising with other orangutans. Bidu-Bidu has been returned to the 
wild.  
 
We now have a new adopted orangutan to get to know. Please meet BERYL. 
 

 
 
A more detailed profile of Beryl appears further on in this newsletter. 

 

 

Issue 14 

1 August 2019 

Assembly Timetable 

Week 2: Junior – 2RF & 2PD 

Week 3: Senior – Year 5/6 
(all) 

Week 4: Whole School – 
Year 1 (all) 

Week 5: No Assembly 

Week 6: Junior – 
Kindergarten (all) 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

23 July 
Bushkids Program - every 
Tuesday in Term 3 

6 Aug 
Sue Geh - Year 3/4 
basketball 

7 Aug Year 6 Combined Band 

8 Aug 
Jamie Pearlman Cup -Year 
5/6 basketball  

13 Aug 
Sue Geh - Year 5/6 
basketball 

13-14 
Aug 

Science Fair 

19 Aug Belconnen Athletics Carnival 

21 Aug 

Year 5 Combined Band 
 
Book Launch – Preschool 
MTSJ & MTDR 

22 Aug Book Week Parade 

23 Aug Dinosaur Museum – Year 1 

4 Sept Basketball Finals 

10 Sept ACT Athletics Carnival AIS 

10-11 
Sept 

AMA Recitals 
 
Preschool Questacon 

16-27 
Sept 

Year 1 Swimming 

20 Sept Grandfriends Day 

27 Sept Last Day of Term  

26 Oct School Fete 

 
Notes Home           Due Back 

 
Voluntary Contributions  
Jamie Pearlman Cup – 
Year 5/6 

1 Aug 

Year 6 Combined Band 2 Aug 
Year 1 Dinosaur Museum 9 Aug 
Preschool - Book Launch  9 Aug 
Belconnen Athletics 
Carnival 

9 Aug 
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Important Messages 
 
2019 Grandfriends Day 
Place this date in your calendars now. 
Grandfriends Day in 2019 will be held 
on Friday 20 September, starting at 
11am with morning tea.  
 
2019 School Fete 
Save the Date – Saturday 26 October 
2019 from 3-7pm 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop operates on Friday 
mornings, from 8.30am – 9.30am only. 
Please contact the Uniform Shop via 
email if you have any questions. 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 
 
 

Hats on! 
 
Thursday 1 August is ‘Hats On’ for all ACT schools. From August, we start to witness 
a rise in UV levels (to 3 and above) in Canberra. These levels warrant sensible sun 
protection during some periods of the day. So hats are back on for play and learning 
outside. Please check that your child’s SunSmart hat is labelled. We have installed 
the Cancer Council ACT’s SunSmart web widget on the homepage of our school’s 
website. The widget works as a general reminder to be SunSmart and also indicates 
what time sun protection is required each day, along with a daily maximum 
temperature and rain forecast for Canberra.  
 
100 Days of Kindy 
 
Last Friday, our Kindergarten classes celebrated their first 100 days at primary 
school. I would like to congratulate these students (and their teachers) and 
acknowledge how much they have grown, both academically and socially, in their 
time at primary school. I am confident their next 100 days will be just as great. 
 

 

Regards, 

Lisa Kingham 

Deputy Principal 

mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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YOGA FOR KIDS 

Before school yoga classes are coming to Aranda Primary in Term 4. 
 
The weekly classes will be a fun and engaging mix of physical movement and age appropriate relaxation practices. 
 

Further details to follow later this term. 🧘♂️ 

 
Thank you, 
Karolyn Carmody 

 

 

 

2019 Aranda Science Fair - Reminder 

It is wonderful to have so many students participating in this year’s Science Fair at Aranda Primary School. We have 
over 120 individual student entries and all classes will be entering a project as well. Judges are ready for the day and 
are looking forward to seeing what learning has taken place during the investigations. 
 
During the Science Fair, students will be asked questions about their projects by a group of judges. They will have the 
opportunity to explain their learning, understandings and the processes they undertook to complete the project.   
 
All Science Fair posters or booklets need to be handed in by Tuesday 6 August (Week 3) to Mrs Bobbi Smith in the 
bottom corridor. Any items associated with the investigation (microscopes, cups, rocks etc) are to be brought in and 
placed with the projects by students on THE DAY of the Fair (Tuesday 13 August) 
 
The Science Fair will be running on Tuesday 13 August and Wednesday 14 August (Week 4) in the school hall and 
the Library. Official judging will be held on Tuesday morning and students who have entered a project will be with their 
projects during the judging process. 
 
All Aranda students will attend the Science Fair with their class during one of these days. Parents and community 
members are invited to attend the Science Fair between 5-7pm on Tuesday 13 August.  Students must be 
accompanied by their parent or carer at all times if they are attending the evening session. The students are not 
expected to stand with their projects during the evening session.   
 
The prizes this year will be as follows: 
 

• Chemistry Award 

• Physics Award 

• Earth and Space Award 

• Biology Award 

• Class Project Award 

• The People's Choice Award 

• Best Presenter (speaking) Award 

• Best Design (layout of project) Award 

• Innovation (originality) Award 

• Highly Commended Awards 

• Participation Awards 
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SEA*ACT Science and Engineering Fair 2019  
 
All students are able to enter the ACT Fair, regardless of their placement in the Aranda Science Fair, but will need 
to register and deliver their projects to Radford College independently. This year, it is free to enter. It would be 
great to see as many entries as possible. Last year, Aranda won the Junior ACT Shield in the SEA*ACT Science 
Fair.   
  
Please follow the link for important dates and processes associated with the SEA*ACT Science and Engineering 
Fair.  Please note that the ACT Science Fair is a SEA*ACT organised event and is held independently from the 
school directorate. 
https://seaact.act.edu.au/science-fair/  
 
Winners of the Aranda Science Fair will be registered and delivered by the Science Fair Committee. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing the final projects. 
 
Bobbi Smith 
Science Fair Coordinator 

 
 

Book Week  
 

 
 
We are pretty impressed by those amongst us who are bilingual. We are even more amazed by those who speak 
multiple languages. To us, this is a superpower! This year’s Book Week theme is ‘Reading is my Super Power’.  
 
To celebrate Book Week at Aranda, we would like each class to experience an adult sharing their favourite picture 
book from another language. If you have time on Thursday 22 August at 9am, we would love to hear from you. 
Please contact your child’s class teacher or Sandra Kelly. (sandra.kelly@ed.act.edu.au). 
 
We are also planning a ‘Dress As Your Favourite Book Character’ on this day. We will host a parade at 9:30am 
on the Multi-Purpose Court.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://seaact.act.edu.au/science-fair/
mailto:sandra.kelly@ed.act.edu.au
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P&C News 

Your P&C Needs You! 

 
The next P&C meeting is Wednesday 7 August, 6.30-8pm in the resource room (next to the library). Come along and 
learn what it is we do and how easy it is to be involved. Don't worry—it’s not the AGM, so you can't end up becoming 
President and wondering what just happened. 
 
 

The Student Voice 

News and current affairs written by the students of Aranda Primary 
 

 
Just 50 Words 

By Estella 
 

With a pencil in hand, they begin to write 
But with only fifty words, the ideas seem so tight 

But the thinking children still begin 
However, their strengths are hidden within 

With empty papers still in vision 
They must come to a decision 

“Who shall win?” the judges cried 
For all the children have really tried 

There was stiff tension in the air 
As the judges choose with special care 

So this is how Just 50 Words runs 
And now you know that our article must be done 

 
 
 
 

Nude Food 
By Astrid 

 
Do you want to know a simple way to reduce the amount of plastic you use? Well, here’s how! 

 
Use reusable containers or reusable wrapping, like beeswax wraps, instead of glad wrap to wrap and store your food. 

That’s right, it’s as simple as that. You can easily help save the environment in your own house just by choosing different 
things to wrap and store your food in. 

Beeswax wraps can be bought at stores or can be bought in a pack and made by yourself. Beeswax wraps can be found 
in a huge variety of patterns and colours and would be much more fun than just having boring old clear, plain glad wrap 

every day. 
Containers can be found in a variety of colours as well and are great for storing things in the pantry, or can be used to 

take food for school or work in. 
 

Containers and beeswax wraps are both great things for everyday use and are much better for the environment than 
plastic wrapping. 

 
Remember, every Tuesday is Tasty Tuesday where we are all encouraged to reduce our waste by bringing our lunches 
without the unnecessary packaging.  It’s a great opportunity to involve your child in the preparation of their own lunches. 

We can all make a difference! 

 



  

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

  

 



  

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

 

French News 
 
On the last Friday of Term 2, we celebrated our French Day just before the French National Day on 14 July. We 
started the day with a French assembly, presented bilingually by the French extension students. We were lucky 
to have two special guests. First, Mr Tim Miller came and talked to us about Lids for Kids, a charity he and his 
three boys, Eric, Oscar and Magnus, run to collect plastic lids and recycle them through a charity in Melbourne. 
If you want to learn more, and as technology failed us on the day, feel free to click on the following link to watch 
a short video: https://bit.ly/2M7Oz9e 
 

 

 

 

Then, Mr Yves Lafoy, the Counsellor and Official Representative of New Caledonia, came and presented New 
Caledonia through photos and facts. Many people did not know we have a French speaking country as a 
neighbour and that New Caledonia is only three hours away from Sydney. A good reason to go and practise 
your French there! 
 
We are very grateful that Mr. Lafoy could come to our assembly, as it is the first year ever there has been an 
official representative of New Caledonia in Australia! Mr. Lafoy works at The French Embassy and is busy 
promoting New Caledonia all around Australia. We are hoping that in the coming months, thanks to Mr Lafoy’s 
help, we will be able to start connecting with a primary school in New Caledonia. We will keep you informed.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2M7Oz9e
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Our French Day continued with Year 5/6 students running French activities for the rest of the school. It was a chance for 
our senior students to showcase their French and leadership skills. At lunch time, we were lucky to also have the canteen 
joining us in our French celebrations, and we were able to order a French lunch too. Some of us went for the Beef 
Bourguignon and baguette, a classic French dish, while others chose the vegetarian option, the famous Ratatouille. Both 
dishes were delicious. Thank you Helen, Natalie and the Nutrition students from UC, Dana, Maliney and Kezang, for this 
fantastic menu.   
 

 

 

 


