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Executive Report 
 
Dear Aranda Community, 
 

School Leaders 

 
 

Congratulations Paige D and Toby G-D, our School Leaders for 2020. 

They have begun their duties as ambassadors for Aranda Primary School, opening the 

Belconnen Principals’ Network Meeting held at our school on Tuesday 25 February.  

They both spoke beautifully in their Welcome to Country. We look forward to a 

wonderful year with them as our School Leaders.  

 

ACT Instrumental Music Program’s Extension Ensembles 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to participate in this 

year’s Primary Extension Ensembles:  

Primary Concert Choir: Evan B, Zalira C-H, Eva J and Ingo W 

Primary Concert Band: Iman M S, Toby G-D, Max H, Estella L, Benjamin W and 

Emma Z 

 

Issue 4  

12 March 2020 

Assembly Timetable 
 
Week 6: Senior (3JD & 3MN)

  
Week 7: Junior (Year 1) 
 
Week 8: Whole School (Year 

2) 
 
Week 9: No Assembly 
 
Week 10:             Year 5/6 ANZAC 

DAY 

 
Dates to Remember 
 

13 Mar Ride to School Day 

18 Mar 
Coffee and Chat for K-2 
Parents in Community Room 
(8:30-9am) 

17 Mar 
Chief Minister’s Reading 
Challenge 

18 Mar 
Harmony Day for Preschool 
(MT) 

16-18 
Mar 
 
19 Mar 

Year 5/6 Camp - Borambola 
 
EAL/D Breakfast / Harmony 
Day 

 
25-27 
Mar 

Year 4 Camp — Kianinny 

26-27 
Mar 

Year 3 Camp — Birrigai 

26 Mar 
Belconnen Swimming 
Carnival 

2 April Athletics Carnival 

Scan this QR code using the device 
you would like the school calendar to 
appear on. 

 
 
Notes Home           Due Back 

Junior & Senior Choir  
Senior Ukulele Club  
Medical Form  
Chief Minister’s 
Reading Challenge 

31 July  
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Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop operates on Friday 
mornings, from 8.30am – 9.30am only. 
Please contact the Uniform Shop via 
email if you have any questions. 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

This is a significant achievement and the equivalent of ACT representation in Music. 
The choir and band rehearse weekly and perform at school, community and 
directorate events throughout the year. We wish them all the best as they begin this 
musical journey. 
 
‘Coffee and Chat’ Reading Session 
 
On Wednesday 18 March (Week 7) we will host a drop-in session for parents and 
carers. This is an opportunity to discuss strategies to support reading in the early 
years (Kinder to Year 2).  
The session will run from 8.30am – 9am in the Community Room.  
During the discussion we will expand on the concepts covered in our video link: 
https://youtu.be/CkACvve2JRg 
 
Year 4 Poetry 
Our students in Year 4 have begun the year with a focus on poetry. They shared their 
poetry compositions with us during their assembly and have created a beautiful 
corridor art display showcasing their work based on The Red Tree by Shaun Tan. 
 

 
 
AFL Cup 
Wednesday 11 March saw two teams from Aranda Primary compete in the 5/6 
Primary AFL Cup. It was a fantastic day and all students played in the true spirit of the 
game. The students trained regularly before the gala day, focusing on the sport’s 
fundamentals, strategies and teamwork. The day was a great success with students 
improving in each game. A big thank you to Rob Panozzo for organising the day. 
 
Lessons in Hygiene 
Consistent with recommendations from ACT Health, our students are currently 
revisiting basic hygiene practices, with teachers providing additional instruction on 
hand washing, coughing etiquette, and sharing of food. 
 
Assistance Dog 
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Shiloh is a fully qualified assistance dog who has been trained to work with a student in Year 2. Key staff have 
completed training in preparation for Shiloh’s attendance at our school. It is important that while Shiloh is at 
school, she is given the best opportunity to perform her duties as an assistance dog. This means that only 
trained staff members can give her attention and direction. While Shiloh is a lovely dog, we ask that parents, 
community members and students refrain from patting or speaking to her. By ignoring her, you will help Shiloh 
remain on task and to quickly adjust to her new routines.  
 
Please also note that our previous rules have not changed regarding pets. Family dogs are not 
permitted on school grounds or in school buildings. We appreciate your consideration in this regard. 
 
Jenny Coen 
Executive teacher 
 
 

2020 Swimming Carnival 

 
 
On 27 February 2020, a large group of Aranda students from Year 2 and up took part in the annual swimming 
carnival. Lots of parents and grandparents helped with the timing and cheering kids on. Teachers also helped. 
by surveying the pool and organising the kids while lifeguards were also on duty.  
Below are some interviews we conducted with students and teachers: 
 
Indigo H-H 
Did you enjoy the swimming carnival?  
Yes, I loved it.  
What races did you do? 
Everything but 100m backstroke and 100m butterfly.  
Would you have preferred to be at school? 
No.  
If you could change anything about the swimming carnival, what would it be?   
Everybody can come to cheer their teammates on. 
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John B, organiser 
Was it stressful organising the carnival?  
No, I had a very helpful team, including Gina M, Jade D and Chris W. 
Did you enjoy the carnival? 
Yes, it was lots of fun. 
What was the best part about it? 
Seeing everyone happy and having a go. 
If you could change anything about the swimming carnival, what would it be?  
Nothing, I was very happy with how it turned out. 
 
Louis H, student 
Did you enjoy the swimming carnival? 
Yes, I loved it! 
What races did you do? 
I did everything except 100m backstroke. 
Would you have preferred to be at school? 
No, I love swimming. 
If you could change anything about the swimming carnival, what would it be?  
I would like it if we had a bit of time to warm up before the races. 
 
Gina M, organiser 
Was it stressful organising the carnival?  
At times, however, all the staff and the parents who helped out on the day made a huge difference. 
Did you enjoy the carnival? 
Very much. 
What was the best part about it? 
The behaviour and the enthusiasm. 
If you could change anything about the swimming carnival, what would it be? 
Nothing, I loved it! 
 
The carnival itself consisted of multiple events, including various distances in freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke 
and butterfly, as well as a relay and 200m IM. The House Captains and Vice Captains had very important jobs 
as they had to organise the younger students to make sure they got to their races on time and lead their 
teammates in cheers to support the people participating in races.  
 
A lot of hard work went into the organisation and preparation of this event (throats were sacrificed) and we 
would like to thank all the parents, grandparents, teachers, House Captains and students who made this event 
possible. We all loved the swimming carnival and a couple of us are looking forward to the Belconnen Zone. 
 
By Indigo H-H, Ellie T and Max H 
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EAL/D News  
 
Welcome to our new EAL/D families who have joined us this year from other schools in Canberra or from 
interstate. This year our English as an Additional Language Program (EAL/D) numbers are around 175 students 
from Preschool to Year 6, including students at the Belconnen Primary Introductory English Centre. We 
represent about 40 countries and approximately 45 different languages. How lucky we are to have such a 
diverse community.  
 
Our annual EAL/D Breakfast, which coincides with Harmony Day celebrations, is coming up on Thursday 19 
March for primary school and the Desert Flames preschool group. On Wednesday 18 March, the Snow Gum 
and Rib Wattle preschool groups will celebrate. Invitations went home on Tuesday. If you are interested in 
coming to speak to your child’s class about your country of origin on the day, please contact your child’s 
teacher. This year our focus is animals around the world. 
 
I am a little easier to find this year. I have a working office at the end of the top corridor (Year 2 and 
Kindergarten corridor). Look for my name and the EAL/D room sign. 
 
At the beginning of every school year, I am kept busy determining those families who are speaking an additional 
language in their homes, helping them settle in, organising book packs and uniforms etc. I am also involved in 
assessments that allow us to enter accurate data into the annual February Census.  
 
If I can be of assistance, please come and see me or email me: sandra.kelly@ed.act.edu.au.  
 
I’m looking forward to a great year ahead. 
Sandra Kelly 
EAL/D Teacher 
 
 
 

Harmony Day 
 
We will celebrate Harmony Day next week on Thursday 19 March. Students are encouraged to wear their 
national dress to represent their heritage, or the colour orange - the official Harmony Day colour. Traditionally, 
orange signifies social communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas 
and encouragement of mutual respect. The official day is marked as 21 March, which is the United Nations 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Australia first introduced this day for celebration in 
1999. It has now moved to a week-long celebration.  
 
We have planned a whole school parade at 10am on the multipurpose court. This gives students a chance to 
admire others’ national costumes or the creative flair in incorporating orange into their outfit.  
 
 
Thanks, 
Sandra Kelly 
EAL/D Teacher 
 

mailto:sandra.kelly@ed.act.edu.au
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P&C News  
 
Welcome Picnic 

Aranda families came together last night for the annual welcome picnic. It was a beautiful autumn evening, 

enjoyed by many. It was so wonderful to watch the kids on a what is really a super play date and parents and 

carers relaxing, catching up with old friends and making new ones.  

A big thank you to Aranda Afters, the canteen and the school Front Office staff for all their help in getting the 

event up and running. The ongoing support of Mrs Kingham and the teaching staff who attended was also 

greatly appreciated.  

Next P&C event will be the Trivia Night. We’re looking forward to seeing you there. 

Aranda P&C 
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Canteen News 
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NAPLAN Online will occur in our school between 12 and 22 May 2020 for students in year 3 and 5. 
 
NAPLAN Online is a more engaging assessment that adjusts questions to each student’s achievement level. It 
also delivers more precise results to schools and parents more quickly. 
 
NAPLAN provides valuable information to schools and parents about literacy and numeracy achievement. It 
supports school improvement processes by enabling teachers to monitor student progress over time and to 
identify areas of strength and development.  
 
All eligible students are encouraged and supported to participate in NAPLAN testing. Visit www.nap.edu.au to 
see interactive versions of the test and for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nap.edu.au/
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Aranda Music and Arts Program  
 
Aranda Music and Arts Program is a sub-committee of the Aranda Primary Parents and Citizens Association. 
It’s run by a committee of volunteer parents. The program incorporates music, drama and art lessons. If you 
have any questions about the program or would like to be part of this fun and productive committee, please 
contact your AMA tutor coordinator, contact us at info@arandamusicprogram.org or go to our website at 
www.arandamusicprogram.org.  
 

The following AMA programs currently have vacancies: 
 
Violin: 

· 5:30pm on Monday 
· 5pm and 5:30pm on Wednesday 

 
Guitar Vacancies: 

· Monday 5pm and 5.30pm. 
· Tuesday 5.30pm. 
· Wednesday 5pm and 5.30pm. 
· Thursday 4.30pm, 5pm and 5.30pm 
· Friday 5.30pm 

 
Introduction to Music (group music class for kindergarten and year 1 students) - Tuesday 3-4pm 
Continuing Music (for Year 1 students who have done Introduction to Music, and any Year 2 students) - 
Wednesday 3-4pm. 
 
One vacancy for Drama - 3pm to 4:30 on Mondays. Students must be in Year 2 to join. 
 

 

A Message from After School Care 

Parents and Carers, if you have a child going on camp in the upcoming weeks and they won’t be attending 

After School Care, can you please let us know ASAP.  

E. admin@arandaafters.com 

P. 6142 3039 

Many thanks, 

The Aranda Afters Team 
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