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Executive Report 

 
Dear Aranda community, 
 
Welcome back to Term 4. Our 50-year anniversary fete is only two weeks away and 
all systems are go. The Aranda P&C and our fete committee greatly appreciate the 
support of many generous volunteers who make our school fete such an enjoyable 
community event. This year’s fete will be another opportunity to bring our school 
community together to celebrate 50 years of quality education at Aranda Primary 
School. I know many ex-students, teachers and parents have already expressed their 
interest in attending our fete. We look forward to a great day on 26 October, starting at 
3pm. 
 
Are you leaving Aranda School? 
If you are leaving Aranda School at the end of this year or during this term, please 
inform the Front Office as soon as possible. We are in the process of planning for next 
year and enrolment numbers guide many of our decisions. You don’t need to let us 
know if your child is moving on to Year 7 next year. 
 
Aranda School’s support for all animals great and small 
This is Beryl. She is being cared for at the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Sanctuary 
in Borneo. Beryl is our latest adoptee. Bidu Bidu was the first orangutan adopted by 
our school and he has now returned to the forests of Sepilok. As you would be aware, 
Aranda School has raised money to support this wonderful sanctuary for several 
years. The Orangutans are not the only animals our community have cared for in 
recent times. The children at Aranda School decided many years ago to provide 
ongoing support to the ACT branch of the RSPCA, and I know our efforts are much 
appreciated.   

 

Here is a short excerpt from our latest update on Beryl: 
 
Beryl has blossomed since her arrival and has quickly become the nursery’s sweetheart, 

known for her caring and friendly character and her willingness to help some of the 

younger and less confident orangutans like Peanut and Goman.  

 

Beryl still has a lot to learn, such as improving her climbing ability and perfecting her 

nest building skills, but her progress so far shows she is more than capable of 

overcoming the new and difficult challenges she faces in the next steps of her 

rehabilitation. 

 
   

 

 

Issue 19 

17 October 2019 

Assembly Timetable 

Week 1: Whole School 

Week 2: Senior – G-Force 

Week 3: Senior – Year 4 
(4MD & 4BS) 

Week 4: Whole School – 
Year 3 (3ED & 3JD) 

Week 5: No Assembly 

Week 6: Whole School – 
Music 

Week 7: Junior – Preschool 

Week 8: Whole School – 
Year 3 (3CA & 3CT) 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

22 Oct 
Senior Ukulele Performance 
and Yr6 Band 

23 Oct STEM Excursion 

26 Oct School Fete 

28 Oct ANZ Hotshots Tennis Finals 

28 Oct 
– 8 Nov 

Year 2 Swimming 

29 Oct 
Band & Choir visit to 
Cranleigh 

30 Oct Year 5 Combined Band 

4 Nov Kindy Fire Visit 

18 Nov Year 6 Combined Band 

Scan this QR code using the 
device you would like the school 

calendar to appear on. 

 
 
Notes Home           Due Back 

Voluntary Contributions  
Year 2 Swimming 18 Oct 
ANZ Hotshots Tennis 23 Oct 
Year 6 Combined Band 15 Nov 
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Important Messages 
 
2019 School Fete 
Save the date – Saturday 26 October 
2019 from 3-7pm 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop operates on Friday 
mornings, from 8.30am – 9.30am only. 
Please contact the Uniform Shop via 
email if you have any questions. 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 
 
 

My thought for the week: Relax, take a deep breath. Save your energy for a real, 
not invented, crisis. 
 
Have a great week, 
 
Phil Gray 
 

 
Student Writing News - Congratulations 
 
This year, some students in Years 3 and 4 were given the opportunity to write a 
poem or short story to enter into the Pens Against Poverty competition. 
 
Pens Against Poverty is founded on the beliefs that: 

• young people want to make a difference 

• young people have a unique voice 

• creative writing powers the imagination. 

Around 30 students entered the competition, all demonstrating excellent writing skills 
that showed imagination, empathy and encouragement of change. The competition 
was judged by Jackie French. 

Frankie Gilchrist from Year 4 was invited to a special ceremony on 15 October at the 
Governor General's house to participate in the winner’s ceremony. She received first 
place in the Years 3-6 poetry category. Her writing showed the stark contrast 
between those living in poverty, compared to people who live comfortably.   
 
Courage in Kindness (Frankie Gilchrist) 
Night time falls, not a sound is heard, as you think what it’s like for her. 
The sky collapses on her head, starving from not being fed. 
You snuggle up in your blanket, warm, tired and safe. 
But she can only wish for the light, and until then she is unsafe. 
As morning comes, you have a feast of food and drinks alike. 

                                                                                                                          
While she sets out to scavenge high and low but falls short of sight. 
Time blurring, as you get ready for school or work in brand new clothes. 
While every second is pity for her in the dark, with rags she's scared to show. 
Her heart beating as fast as light. 
As she cowers in total fright. 
Why people forget and do not care we will never know. 
But you can start the change let your courage flow! 
 

 
 
Bobbi Smith  

mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Tennis Day 
 
Aranda Primary, Canberra High School and the Belconnen Tennis Club partner for a wonderful event 
 
In the last week of Term 3, Years 5 and 6 students from Aranda Primary School ventured to their local tennis club as an 
extension of the Sporting Schools Tennis Program run by Jeff Gray, head coach at the Belconnen Tennis Club.  
 
The tennis program at Aranda Primary School starts in Years 3 and 4. Jeff comes into the school and, using modified 
equipment, shows the students the basics of:  

a) getting side on and the racquet back early  
b) controlling the ball to enjoy extended rallies  
c) the procedures, etiquette and fair play associated with playing a competitive match.  

 
Following this, the students can represent the school at the Red Ball Gala day run by Tennis ACT, an event in which Aranda 
Primary School entered two teams this year — one of which was successful in winning the Belconnen Region event and has 
progressed to the next round of the national competition. Well done to those who participated and best of luck to those still 
involved in the next stage. 
 
As part of Tennis Australia’s national strategy in partnering with communities to encourage active and healthy lifestyles, the 
next stage of the tennis program is designed at providing a connection to their local sporting clubs so they have an 
understanding of the opportunities that exist for them in their local area to be healthy and active. With over 150 students 
making up Year 5/6 at Aranda Primary, this was a big day which could not have happened without the support and 
organisational skills of teachers, Tanya Ford and James Harrison. The Belconnen Tennis Club extends them an enormous 
amount of gratitude in making this opportunity possible for the students and allowing the not-for-profit community 
organisation the opportunity to connect with the community. Jeff Gray and Aranda Primary would also like to thank Graeme 
Lambert, Physical Education Coordinator at Canberra High School, and the 14 Canberra High School Sports Coaching 
students who delivered the activities on the day. The students dedicated themselves to being trained by Jeff Gray and 
Michael Maloney, their Sports Coaching teacher, in preparation for the event and delivered the sessions with great skill, 
maturity and enthusiasm. As you can see by the photos, all the students had a great time. Following any of these 
opportunities, if your child expresses interest in having a go at tennis at their local tennis club, please contact Jeff Gray via 
email at tennis@btccoaching.com    

  
 
 

 

mailto:tennis@btccoaching.com
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The Uniform Shop in Term 4 2019 
 
Shoppers: Many thanks to all our shoppers this year at the Uniform Shop, including those using Flexischools Online. The 
Uniform Shop is run by the Aranda Parents and Citizens Association to provide new and second-hand uniforms to Aranda 
Primary School students. All profits raised go to the school. 
Thanks to all those who purchased with us, we were able to make another $5000 donation to the school. Our thanks for 
your support. 
 
Volunteers: A huge thanks too to our new and returning volunteers, all of whom work/study and parent – Holly, Zoe, 
Barbara, Janine, Larissa, Katie and Fiona.  
 
However, we need more volunteers in 2020. Please consider volunteering for one hour on a Friday morning, usually twice 
a term. This is only eight hours per year. The more volunteers we have, the fewer shifts you’ll have to do. That said, we’re 
a friendly bunch, and you might just enjoy yourself. 
 
Opening hours: The Uniform Shop is open from 8.30am to 9.30am every Friday during term time. This term, the last day 
of opening will be on Friday 13 December. 
 
Don’t forget: We can now take card payments, so no worries if you don’t have cash on you. It’s also still a gold coin 
donation for most of the second-hand clothing (which you can also put on card). 
If you order online using Flexischools (www.flexischools.com.au) we will deliver the order to your child’s class on Friday 
morning. The latest you can order to guarantee this is by 5pm Thursday. After this time, the delivery will be the following 
Friday.  
 
Second-hand clothes: Children (and parents) at our school rely on second-hand clothes to help with their 
wardrobe. Please consider donating your children’s clothes that are too small to our uniform shop. We especially need 
small size polos for all the new Kindy and Year 1 children. You can leave all donated items at the Front Office any time 
during the week or visit us on Fridays. We will help find all donated items a great home.   
 
Green shopping: Not only do all profits made go towards the school, we also work hard to ensure there’s no waste. We 
use whatever clothing donations we can in the second-hand clothing pool, and any that have reached the end of their 
clothing life are recycled into rags. No Aranda clothing that comes through the uniform shop ends up in landfill. We re-use 
plastic and paper bags to deliver Flexischools orders and recycle plastic wrapping. 
 
2020 special opening: The uniform shop will be open on Monday 3 February from 8:30am – 9:30am to assist with being 
uniform-ready for the new school year. Come in and see us for those last minute items too. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the uniform shop! 
 
Lucy Coffey & Janaline Oh,  
Uniform Shop Coordinators 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  

 

 

 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/
mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
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