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Executive Report 
 
Dear Aranda community, 

 

World of Maths 

 

Maths and making connections to numeracy are focus areas for all grades at 

Aranda. This week we are lucky enough to have ‘The World of Maths’ visiting the 

school. This incursion provides engaging workshops with over 150 handmade 

activities for students from K-6. 

 

It is all about making sure learning is fun through real-life examples, 

understanding instructions and applying problem-solving skills. These activities 

have encouraged participation and are aimed at promoting a love of learning.  

 

After engaging in the workshops this week, the following comments were made by 

students. 

 

• Grace: ‘It was really fun. It was also stressful to work in a group because 
you had to rely on one another. I learned a lot about probability.’ 

• Alyssa: ‘I think it was really fun working in a team and working with people 
you don’t normally work with. It was important to learn off each other. I 
think Maths is really fun and it helps with everyday activities.’  

• Ester (Kindy): ‘I like it because it’s fun. Maths is fun and important.’ 

• Max (Kindy): ‘It’s good because Maths things get your brain working.’ 
 

Governor General Launches Plastic Free July. 

 

Plastic Free July is a global movement that helps millions of people be part of the 

solution to plastic pollution so we can have cleaner streets and oceans and 

beautiful communities. On Tuesday this week, the Governor General launched 

Plastic Free July, urging us all to refuse single-use plastics. 

 

Myriam Davies and Lisa Kingham, along with three dedicated G-Force members, 

Yassine, Mila and Susie, were invited to Government House to attend the launch. 

What a truly wonderful experience! At the launch, Myriam, Lisa and our students 

got to speak with the Governor General and discuss initiatives and possible 

strategies to promote and support the reduction of single-use plastics, both in the 

school and home environments.  

 

It was also exciting for us to see special guest, Tim Miller, there with his family 

(Rebecca, Erik, Magnus and Oscar). 

 

Issue 10, 
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Dates to Remember: 
 

14 June Public Holiday 

16 June ACT Cross Country  

25 June Last day of Term 2 

 
 
Friendly reminder: 
If you are sending cash with 
your child to pay for an 
excursion/activity, please ensure 
the cash is clearly labelled in an 
envelope or zip lock bag.  
 
 
Scan the below QR codes for: 

 

School Calendar  

 
 

Parent Resource Folder 

 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter 
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Important Messages 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Uniform Shop 
The uniform shop is open for 
Flexischools orders only. If you have 
any questions, please email 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email  on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

 
 

The following is a report prepared by Yassine, Mila and Susie after their visit on 
Tuesday. 
                                           
Going to the Governor General’s House 
 
Yassine, Mila, Susie, Myriam Davies and Lisa Kingham went to the Governor 
General’s House for the launch of Plastic Free July. His Excellency, Governor 
General David Hurley, announced the launch of Plastic Free July. Rebecca Prince-
Ruiz made a speech about how she started Plastic Free July by making the decision 
that she wanted to quit using single-use plastic for a month. This month happened to 
be July.  
 
‘First it started out as 40 people, then it grew to 400 people, then it went to 4000 
people. This organisation is now one of the biggest climate movements in the world.  
(Rebecca Prince-Ruiz) 
 
Her excellency, Mrs Linda Hurley, also addressed the audience with a speech and a 
song she made herself about single-use plastic. We all got ideas from other schools 
such as Holy Trinity School. She gave us some ideas, including: 
 

• selling coffee at the canteen to the teachers with sustainable cups 

• having a nude food week or month 

• having a waste-free Wednesday 

• having a day where everyone collects rubbish. (Sort of like Clean Up Australia 
Day, except more often.) 
 

Then we got to talk to the Governor General about what we were doing at our school. 
We also got to talk to lots of people about what we are doing and what they can do at 
their schools or companies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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E-Safety Webinar 

On Wednesday 16 June from 5:30pm–6:30pm, we are hosting an online workshop for parents and carers about E-

Safety. The subject of E-Safety is perhaps the most important issue for young people growing up today in our connected 

world. As a community, we still do not fully understand the impact the virtual world has on the social and emotional 

development of our children. It is critical that, as parents and educators, we are aware of the current issues and research 

around E-Safety so we are prepared to assist our children to safely navigate their online environment. Often, as adults, we 

think we are prepared because we access the internet and use devices ourselves. This assumption could not be more 

incorrect and, sometimes, you just don’t know what you don’t know. For this reason, we strongly encourage you to come 

along to the session and learn about E-Safety from the perspective of an expert. 

 

The workshop will cover topics including: how to keep our young people safe online; staying safe whilst gaming; what 

strategies you can put in place at home; ways to discuss these issues with your children; and many more. There will also 

be a significant time allocation for a question and answer session.  

This workshop will be followed up by classroom learning (Years 3 to 6) on Cyber Safety in Term 3. The parent session will 

mainly apply to those of you with children in Years 3 to 6 but everyone is welcome and it’s never too early to learn about 

this important issue.  

The E-Safety Commissioner website (www.esafety.gov.au) has a wealth of information for parents and carers if you would 

like to do some reading before the workshop.  

Please save the date and watch your emails and Seesaw for a link to the session. 

Electronic Waste – Chromebooks 

As a school, we are committed to sustainability. In the school, we have a large number of electronic devices and the issue 

of electronic waste does weigh heavily on our minds. We have recently been contacted by several parents, asking if we 

would accept old Chromebooks rather than them being sent to landfill. The answer to this is yes. Working Chromebooks 

can sometimes be refurbished and used by students. Broken devices can be disassembled and the parts used to repair 

other Chromebooks. Parts that are unable to be used are then sent off for recycling. If you have an old Chromebook that 

you would like to donate, please leave it at the Front Office. 

Kind regards, 

Aranda Primary Executive Team 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/


 

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

 

  
 

 AWESOME RUNNING AT BELCONNEN CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 

On Wednesday 26 May, Aranda Primary School was represented by a set of enthusiastic and dedicated runners at our 

district Cross Country Carnival, held at Stromlo Forest Park.  

It was the first time for many children to run at the purpose-built grass running track. The mixture of fast, flat running, 

combined with some challenging hilly sections and sharp turns, tested all runners. It was fantastic to see our students 

show grit and determination during their races, held in very windy conditions. Congratulations in particular to our under 8 

and under 9 students who were competing at a zone cross country event for the first time. Many were nervous 

beforehand but ‘ran their guts out’ in their race!  

Good luck to the following Aranda Primary students who will compete at the ACT Cross Country Championships on 16 

June:  

8 years Layla D, Emmi H, Banjo B, Max M 

9 years Zara D 

10 years Dylan A, Mischa S 

11 years Hayden D, Connor D, Tahli R 

12 years Luca S, Henry D, Lily A, Ariadna I, 
Mira W 
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G-Force News 

Worm Farm 

As you may have seen, during the last school holidays we were lucky to purchase a large worm farm, thanks 

to our Principal and a grant from Woolworths-Landcare. The worms have now settled in nicely and last week, 

the G-Force leaders were able to learn more about the worm farm, thanks to Cid Riley, the founder of ‘Global 

Worming’. Cid installed our farm and supplied its dwellers. Cid is passionate about worms and will be offering 

regular workshops to our students so everyone will get to know more about the wonderful world of worms. Did 

you know our worm farm will be able to host 160,000 worms?  

  
 

Recycling Discovery Hub 

On Friday last week, the G-Force leaders went to the Recycling Discovery Hub in Hume to learn more about 

what happens to our rubbish in Canberra and, in particular, how our recycling bins are sorted. It was a very 

interesting experience looking at the amount of rubbish produced by a city the size of Canberra and learning 

more about creating good recycling habits.  
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Recycling Display 

The G-Force was able to secure the Recycling Display from Actsmart for a couple of weeks. G-Force leaders took 

turns presenting the display and teaching students in the other year levels what to do with the different types of rubbish 

encountered at school. We hope everyone learnt a lot and will now be able to make educated choices when putting 

their waste in a bin. 
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Aranda Music and Art Program 

The Aranda Music and Arts program is a volunteer-run program offering music and arts (including art, dance 

and drama) tuition outside school hours in the school or and nearby Illeso studio.  

If you wish to enrol your child in the program, please submit an enrolment via our website 

https://www.arandamusicprogram.org/how-to-join 

If your child attends Aranda Afters on the day of their lesson, please ensure you complete and return to Afters 

an Extracurricular Activities Form available on the Aranda Afters website. 

For more information, please see our website or email info@arandamusicprogram.org.  

AMA program current vacancies:  

Classes                        Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Continuing Music 
(Group classes for Yr 

1 and Yr 2) 

 3-4pm    

Dance   3-4:30pm   
Drama (Years 2-6) 3-4:30pm     

Flute, Clarinet, Oboe 
or Recorder 

Years K-6, expressions of interest, day TBC 

Guitar 1x 5:30pm 
 

  4.30pm, 
5pm and 
5.30pm 

3.30pm, 
2x 4pm, 
2x 4:30pm, 
2x 5pm 
and 2x 
5.30pm 

Piano      
Introduction to Music 

(Group classes for 
Kindy and Yr 1) 

  3-4pm   

Violin All times     
Irish Dance Years K-6, expressions of interest, day TBC 
Zumba Kids    3-4:30pm  

To enquire about vacancies, please email info@arandamusicprogram.org 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.arandamusicprogram.org/how-to-join
https://arandaafters.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-Extra-Curricular-AMA-Form.pdf
https://www.arandamusicprogram.org/
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org

