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Executive Report 
 

Dear Aranda Community, 

I find it hard to believe that half the school year is already behind us. 
  
As you know, 2019 is Aranda School’s 50th anniversary. We enjoyed our whole school 
picnic at Stromlo in Term One and we look forward to our school tours next term. 
Please let any ex-students, teachers or families know that these tours will be held from 
August 26 onwards. Interested parties will be able to book their preferred times 
through the Front Office and via an online expression of interest (more details coming). 
The school fete this year will be a significant part of our anniversary celebrations.  
 
We recently held an Australian Citizenship Ceremony at Aranda School. The event 
was the highlight of the year so far for me and a wonderful way to help celebrate our 
50th year. The following quote was from one of the many invited guests on the day:  
 
“I had the absolute pleasure of attending the Citizenship Ceremony at Aranda 
PS today and it brought tears to my eyes. 
 
The one-hour event was full of kindness, joy, student centredness, respect, 
embracing of diversity and warmth.  It ran like clockwork and was such a 
wonderful reflection of how schools empower their community, and in turn are 
empowered by their community.   
 
Congratulations, Phil.  You and your community made many peoples’ day today, 
mine included.”  

 
Karen Hall (Aranda parent) has kindly given me permission to include an article she 
wrote about the Aranda Citizenship Ceremony in this week’s newsletter. The article, 
Refugee Week: Aranda families celebrate citizenship, can be found on the following 
two pages. Thank you, Karen. 
 
Before I sign off for Semester One, I must add that I am always amazed by and 
grateful for the number of community members who volunteer their time at this school. 
Reading, P&C, School Board, Class Reps, canteen duty, helping at carnivals, 
gardeners, nutritionists, fund raising, committees … the list goes on. On behalf of the 
children, the teachers and the wider school community, thank you for your time and 
dedication. 
 
Stay safe and warm during the winter break. I look forward to more highlights in 
Semester Two.  
 
Phil Gray  

 

 

Issue 12 

04 July 2019 

Assembly Timetable 
 
Week 10: Whole School 

Assembly – French 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

5 July Term 2 Ends 

23 July Bush Kids Program Starts 

31 July 
Jamie Pearlman Cup - Year 
3/4 basketball 

6 Aug 
Sue Geh - Year 3/4 
basketball 

7 Aug Year 6 Combined Band 

8 Aug 
Jamie Pearlman Cup -Year 
5/6 basketball  

13 Aug 
Sue Geh - Year 5/6 
basketball 

13-14 
Aug 

Science Fair 

19 Aug Belconnen Athletics Carnival 

21 Aug Year 5 Combined Band 

4 Sept Basketball Finals 

10-11 
Sept 

AMA Recitals 
 
Preschool Questacon 

20 Sept Grandfriends Day 

26 Oct School Fete 

 
Notes Home           Due Back 

 
Jamie Pearlman Cup – 
Year 3/4 

24 July 

Sue Geh – Year 3/4 & 
5/6 

30 July 

ICAS Competition 31 July 
Voluntary Contributions  
Jamie Pearlman Cup – 
Year 5/6 

1 August 

Year 6 Combined Band 2 August 

 

Newsletter 
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Important Messages 
 
2019 Grandfriends Day 
Place this date in your calendars 
now. Grandfriends Day in 2019 
will be held on Friday 20 
September, starting at 11am with 
morning tea.  
 
2019 School Fete 
Save the Date – Saturday 26 
October 2019 from 3-7pm 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop operates on 
Friday mornings, from 8.30am – 
9.30am only. Please contact the 
Uniform Shop via email if you 
have any questions. 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The 
Canteen can be contacted via 
email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or 
phone on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be 
signed in by a parent/carer at the 
Front Office on arrival at school. 
Medication must be clearly 
labelled with the child’s name 
and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the 
day.  
 
Newsletter Publication 
Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the 
fortnightly newsletter must be 
emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 
3.30pm every odd week on a 
Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE 
SCHOOL avoiding eggs and all 
nuts.  
Our policy is available on the 
website. 
 
Aranda Music & Art Program 
Please remember there are no 
lessons during Week 10 (1-5 
July). 
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Aranda Volleyball Team  
 
Players from the Aranda Primary School volleyball team competed in the OzSpike Junior Volleyball tournament over the 
weekend, with one team entered in the Year 3/4 division and one in the Year 5/6 division.  Both teams, coached by 
players from the Centre of Excellence at the AIS, were full of enthusiasm while displaying great team spirit. Our Year 
5/6 team won all three of their matches and our Year 3/4 team (who have only just started learning to play volleyball this 
year) had two draws and one loss (going down 24:26 in the first set of that match).  It was wonderful to see so many 
family members cheering on the teams on a cold winter’s day.   
 
Congratulations to the following students who participated in the tournament. We look forward to playing in more 
tournaments in the future: 
 
Adam Uren, Aitana Barrero, Eleni Wood, Eli Gilchrist, Frankie Gilchrist, Indigo Horvath-Hayne, Iona Lee, Kyle Lloyd, 
Liam Inwood, Lucy Stewart, Maleeha Latif, Max Edvardssan, Owen Eveston, Rohan Anderson, Sabina Evans, Sana 
Bajwa, Tor Eveston. 
 
 
Rachel Uren 
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 The Student Voice 
News and current affairs written by the students of Aranda Primary 

 
The Pandemic 

By Finn 
 

 Europe is a battleground. World War I is raging but in the shadows a new threat is lurking. 
 
A deadly virus ravages the Earth. People would drop to their knees vomiting. Dark spots would boil on people 
lying in their beds, developing fevers with dark nightmares, haunting their short and terrible sleep. 
This is the Spanish flu. 
  
Influenza is a virus contractible by exposure to other affected people. Although we don’t get anything as bad as 
the Spanish flu in the present, it’s still a nasty virus. Symptoms include coughing, sneezing, sore throat and fever. 
So, it is important that you wash your hands and have a vaccination (preferably annually). If you contract it, have 
lots of hot drinks and fluids as well as rest. 
 
We are very lucky these days because we know how to treat and vaccinate against the flu. In the early 20th 
century a simple cold or cough could become quite severe due to lack of treatment. So when a deadly virus like 
the Spanish flu came around, it was devastating. Couple that with the poverty and the low level of sanitation 
caused by World War I, and it resulted in catastrophe. 
 
In summary, take care of yourself, keep warm and stay hydrated this flu season. This is important to stop such a 
deadly virus from happening again. Next time you hear someone sneeze, be careful because they might have the 
Spanish flu. You know what to do!   
 

 
Aranda’s Chromebooks 

An article by Joliver & Ooseph 
 
I look around the seemingly deserted classroom. Surely the teacher can’t be looking! I’ll just visit this website and 
close it as soon as I’m done! Nobody’s going to know. Or will they? Every student’s digital footprint is monitored 
by the ACT Education Directorate.  
 
Even though the students know this, they don’t take it so seriously. Recently, there have been many incidents of 
students researching inappropriate content and/or posting something they shouldn’t on websites. They shouldn’t 
be on these websites, even if they don’t seem at all as if they are dangerous or harmful to their footprint. This can 
also make it harder for the student to get a job in the future as the first thing the interviewer checks is the digital 
footprint of the person who wants to get a job.  
 
A note for parents with a child in Year 3 and over: 
 
To ensure your child is safe on the internet and doesn’t have harmful marks on their digital footprint, remind them 
periodically about the impact their digital footprint has on them in their day-to-day life.  
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Voluntary Contributions 
By Emma H 

 
To Parents and Carers 
 
Do you want to improve our school? Make a difference to your child’s education? There is a secret ingredient to perfect 
education and willing guardians can provide it. So what is this magic lamp? A small donation under the name of ‘ Voluntary 
Contributions’.  
 
Before you stop reading, I want to ask you a question. Do you want to make a change, a big difference with a big impact? 
Voluntary Contributions changed the library. Voluntary Contributions shaped the terraces.  
 
Make a change, make a smile. Collect the note at the Front Office. 

 
 

Sick Bay 
By Lainie 

 
It was a breezy winter day when Alen bumped his leg on the slide when he was going down it. “Ahhhhhhh!” Alen 
overreacted. “My leg! I think it’s broken!” he cried. He burst into fake tears as many of his friends ran to his aid. Two of his 
friends put their arm around him and slowly walked to the Sick Bay. Alen limped exaggeratingly, dragging his friends down 
with him every second step.  
 
When they got to the Sick Bay the Front Office Staff Member frowned. “Are you okay?” she asked suspiciously. Alen had 
come to the Sick Bay about three times a week. It was usually nothing, but he would still wail and howl that he would faint or 
throw up. He never did. “It’s broken!” he cried. The nurse felt around his leg. “Nope. Not even a bruise,” she said, shaking 
her head. “It is broken! I know! my dad is a doctor,” he lied.  
 
Meanwhile, Seena was happily doing the monkey bars, thinking about what she was going to eat that night. She moved 
swiftly and gracefully from bar to bar. Seena was in the middle of the monkey bars when she reached for a wet, slippery bar. 
She grabbed hold of the bar, realised it was wet, let go of her other hand in shock and fell from the monkey bars. She 
tumbled down like an autumn leaf and landed in a pile on her left arm.  
 
“Oww!” she cried. Her friend, who wasn't the nicest person in the world, came over to her and said, “Well, it was your fault. 
Get up and stop wailing. It can’t hurt that much ‘cause you’re not crying. It’s probably just a bruise. Stop being a baby.” 
Seena got up, but she couldn’t move her arm. She winced at the pain. “I’m going to the Front Office,” she said between her 
gritted teeth. 
 
She waited outside the Sick Bay. Someone was in there, howling like a banshee. She ignored the cries and tried to not think 
about the pain in her arm. “But it IS!” she heard a boy shout. She peeked in and saw three little boys, one was red in the 
face and crying. He stamped his foot three times. “Um… Sweety, you just stamped your so-called broken foot … three 
times,” the staff told him. The boy realised that he had just done that and turned away with embarrassment.  
 
The pain in Seena’s arm got worse. “Please go now, you are fine. I have to do things.” He stamped his foot one last time 
and walked out the door, shoving Seena in her sore arm. “Oh!” Seena cried. The boy just stuck his nose up and walked 
away. She walked into the Sick Bay. “Oh dear, what happened?” the staff asked her. “I fell on my arm and I can’t move it,” 
Seena replied. The staff inspected her arm and said, “It’s broken.” So the staff called her mum and Seena’s mum drove her 
to the hospital. 
 



  

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

  

An Unexpected Rival 
By Emma Z 

 
 
Have you ever wondered how long plastic takes to break down? Or where the rubbish ends up? Well, plastic 
takes more than 1000 years to decompose. Most of it ends up in the ocean where endangered marine creatures 
are choking on our waste! The problem is bigger than you can imagine. It’s all because of us! The harmless cling 
wrap you use to pack your child’s lunch box could be a likely culprit for the death many turtles.  
 
In fact, scientists have estimated that in the year 2050 there will be more plastic than fish in the ocean. That takes 
at least 937 million tons of plastic! It’s surprising what a little rubbish can do... 
 
While technology and engineering becomes more and more modern, the environment around us still stays the 
same, but everything is changing, and quickly, even if we don’t want it to. But there’s no point wishing, it’s time to 
fix the problem we’ve created. It’s not just plastic. Forests are being cut down for room that we don’t really need. 
Coal mines that are being dug because of our thirsty demand for energy.  
 
Don’t be part of the problem! Here are some shocking facts to boost your knowledge: 
 

• Each year humans use around 182.5 billion plastic straws. 

• Each plastic use straw takes up to 200 year to break down. 

• Did you know that there are 7 billion trees cut down each year? 

• The plastic bag you used last week could be stuck in a turtle's stomach now! 100,000 marine creatures 
are killed each year. 

 
Help the Earth find a solution! We might not change much but if everybody works together and tries their best to 
reduce the amount of waste and energy, our planet will become a peaceful home to both wildlife and our ever 
growing population. Repay nature for what we have done by reducing, recycling, and reusing! This is a people 
problem, and only people can make a change! 

 

Running Club – A Message from Janine Collins 
 
 
Running club will no longer be held on Wednesday mornings. Starting Term 3, Running Club will be on Mondays 
during lunchtime under Structured Play. 
 
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please email me at info@arandaps.act.edu.au. 
 
Thanks, 
Janine 
 

mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Aranda Music and Arts Program 
 
If you are interested in enrolling in lessons please send an email inquiry to info@arandamusicprogram.org or 
submit an enrolment form, and we can advise whether there are vacancies or a waiting list. 
To enrol please complete and submit your details at the AMA website: www.arandamusicprogram.org.  
  
Aranda Music and Arts Program is a sub-committee of the Aranda Primary Parents and Citizens Association. 
It’s run by a committee of volunteer parents. The Program incorporates music, drama and art lessons. If you 
have any questions about the program or would like to be part of this fun and productive committee please 
contact your AMA tutor coordinator, contact us at info@arandamusicprogram.org or go to our website at 
www.arandamusicprogram.org.  
  
LESSONS WILL RECOMMENCE IN WEEK 1 OF TERM 3. Please check with your tutor or tutor 
coordinator if you have any questions. 
 
Recitals to be held in term 3 only this year 
Recitals will be held in week 8 of Term 3 on the Tuesday (10 September) and Wednesday (11 September). 
 
Introduction to and Continuing Music students will have a separate recital on Wednesday of Week 9, Term 3. 
Information about arrangements will be provided to their families. 
  
New dance lessons on Wednesday afternoons 
We are excited to have the opportunity to introduce a new program for Aranda families – check out the 
attached flyer for more details.  For more information or to express your interest, please email 
info@arandamusicprogram.org. 
  
Vacancies  
We have the following vacancies for individual lessons (30 minute lessons) and group lessons: 

Instrument Day/Time of Vacancy 

Guitar Thursdays 4.45pm and 5.15pm 
Fridays 5.15pm 

Piano Tuesdays 5.15pm 
Thursdays 5.15pm 

Singing Mondays 5.15pm 

Drama (possible vacancies) Mondays 3.15pm to 4.15pm 

Continuing Music (Year 1s who’ve done 
Introduction to Music & Year 2s) 

Tuesdays 3-4pm 

  
Expressions of interest for group or individual recorder lessons 
If you are interested in attending group or individual recorder lessons on a Monday please send your contact 

details to info@arandamusicprogram.org. 
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