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Executive Report 
 

Dear Aranda Community, 

Here we are in Week 8. This term seems to have gathered momentum. School time 
sure flies when you fill it with exciting and interesting things. 
 
Citizenship Ceremony 
 
A citizenship ceremony is where you make the Australian citizenship pledge. For most 
people, this is the final step in the journey to becoming an Australian. 
 
This week, we have had the incredible opportunity to partner with the Citizenship and 
Multicultural Affairs Programs Branch to host a Citizenship Ceremony here at school. 
 
Our school leaders participated in the formal welcoming component of the day. Noah 
delivered an acknowledgment of country in Ngunnawal  language and each school 
leaders read a personal reflection on what being an Australian means to them. Melissa 
Alexander and Jasmine Kite lead an amazing performance by our Senior Choir. The 
most special part of the day was witnessing a number of our very own Aranda 
students make their Australian citizenship pledge and, in doing so, become an 
Australian citizen. 
 
Today’s ceremony was a wonderful addition to our yearlong celebration of our 50th 
year as Aranda Primary. We were so excited to provide the opportunity to all of our 
students from K-6 to view the entire ceremony by live streaming the event directly into 
the classrooms. 
 
Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 
 
This year, Aranda students are participating in the Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge. 
We are encouraging all students from P-6 to participate in the challenge this year. 
 
The challenge involves reading 30 books by September. To assist us with this 
initiative, we would appreciate you encouraging and supporting your child to complete 
a reading log (which is being sent home this week). These forms can be back dated 
from April. Any books can be recorded on the record log, including books that have 
been read to the child by a parent, family member or teacher. 
 
We request that completed reading logs be returned by Monday 2 September (Week 
7, Term 3). 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in encouraging our students to enjoy and 
participate in reading on a regular basis. 
 
This year’s Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge Coordinator is Bobbi Smith and we 
thank Bobbi for her efforts. 
 
Preservice Teacher Reflections 
 
We currently have several Preservice Teachers completing their final placement with 
us. I thought you might like to hear their thoughts about their time at Aranda. 
 

Issue 11 

20 June 2019 

Assembly Timetable 
 
Week 8: Whole School – 

5/6DS & NF 
Week 9: No Assembly 
Week 10: Whole School 

Assembly – French 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

2 July Kindy Health Check 

3 July 
Kindy Health Check 
Whole School Photo 

4 July Butterfly Day  

5 July Term 2 Ends 

20 Sept Grandfriends Day 

26 Oct School Fete 

 
Notes Home           Due Back 

 
Cranleigh Visit 
(Selected Students) 

24 June 

Maths Competition 4 July 
ICAS Competition 31 July 
Voluntary Contributions  

 

Newsletter 
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Important Messages 
 
2019 Grandfriends Day 
Place this date in your calendars now. 
Grandfriends Day in 2019 will be held 
on Friday 20 September, starting at 
11am with morning tea.  
 
2019 School Fete 
Save the Date – Saturday 26 October 
2019 from 3-7pm 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop operates on Friday 
mornings, from 8.30am – 9.30am only. 
Please contact the Uniform Shop via 
email if you have any questions. 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com  
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 
 
Aranda Music & Art Program 
Please remember there are no 
lessons during Week 10 (1-5 July). 

As one of the student teachers from the University of Canberra, I have been so lucky 

to complete my final teaching placement at Aranda Primary School. The staff, the 

students and the community have welcomed me with open arms. In my time thus far, 

my practice has grown in confidence through the many learning experiences and 

memorable teaching moments that have impacted me in positive and constructive 

ways. From teaching dance to all the Year 4s, to the small interactions out on the 

playground, daily life at Aranda is fun and inspiring. You come to know the students 

and about their individual differences that make them so special. Also, you come to 

learn about the teachers and the impact that they make. It has been a rewarding 

experience to see the growth that happens every day and I feel very fortunate to 

have had the opportunity to be a part of it. — Tim Walshe 

My time at Aranda over the last 5 weeks has been an eye-opening experience. I come 
in each morning, excited and eager to start the day. Every day when you walk down 
the corridor, you are greeted by a thousand smiles from the many staff and students. 
At 8am, I arrive to find staff have already been here for ages, working tirelessly to 
ensure the learning that happens every day is authentic and meaningful. All schools 
have different ways of approaching teaching but at Aranda you can see the learning 
and understanding happen right in front of your eyes. This is an amazing feeling that I 
will never tire from seeing. This practicum has been an amazing experience. Every 
day, I go home grateful that I was lucky enough to be assigned to Aranda. I am very 
sad that my time here is coming to an end, but I will never forget the staff who have 
helped me become a better teacher, or the students whose excitement to learn is 
unparalleled at any school I have seen before. — Aleisha Judge 
 
Student Leadership 

Providing leadership opportunities for students at Aranda is an integral part of our 

program and planning. The Buddy Program is one of these many opportunities. It 

focuses on developing cooperation, persistence and organisational skills. For the 

smaller buddies, it supports them to develop confidence and social skills as they 

interact and complete activities with an older peer’s support. Activities range from 

playing games, reading books, developing ICT skills and enhancing students’ fine 

and gross motor skills. The Buddy Program is always a favourite learning session 

and it is wonderful to see all students beaming with joy as they participate. One of 

the best outcomes of the Buddy Program is the provision of a smoother transition 

into the primary school setting by allowing the preschool students to become familiar 

with the school grounds and the routines. 

 

mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Looking forward to seeing you all at our mid-year interviews in Week 10. 

Kind regards, 

Lisa Kingham 
Deputy Principal  
 
 
 

A Message from Madame Davies 
 
 Aranda Gardens 
 
On Saturday 15 June, an army of parent and student volunteers faced the cold winter morning to help plant new fruit 
trees, revamp our school vegetable garden paths and build a new compost bin. It was such an impressive effort and I am 
very thankful to the following people: Zoe and Lily W, Helen E, Cameron and Heidi J, Hayley and Hayden M, Alan P, Mark  
and Gemma P, Janaline, Noah, Holly B, Emma K, Lisa H, Andrew and Cate M, Susan and Annalise L. A very special 
thank you to Cally Brennan for all her wise advice prior to the event. It is a pleasure to work with such a supportive and 
helpful community. We are now asking everyone to look after our little trees and to come and join the Gardening Club on 
Thursday lunchtime if you want to learn more about vegetables and plants. 
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 The Student Voice 
News and current affairs written by the students of Aranda Primary 

 
Pixel Raiders- 

Book 5 Lava Island 

By Bajo and Hex 

A book review by The Book Hugger  

★★★★★ 

Catch up 
Two kids named Ripley and Mei Lin are the best gamers in their school. Their class is invited by the most famous 
game company for a competition to get a new game that has not even been released to the public. They fail the 
test but get sent one of the sets by someone they do not know. They go into the game, only to discover that they 
can’t get out and need to defeat the final boss that turned into a virus. Now they have to do lots of puzzles to get 
through to the final battle but they need to watch out for surprises. 

 
 

Violence 

There is lots of cartoony violence but no full on 

violence 

★★★☆☆ 

Reading level 

Reasonable reading level, need to be able to 
read full sentences. 

Funny level 

Hilarious, lots of funny little jokes snuck in here 
and there.  

★★★★☆ 

Age recommendation 

Around 7 years+ based on reading level, if not 
that good at reading then maybe 8 years+ 

 
 
A note from The Book Hugger 
 
I think this is a hilarious book in every way. There are so many little details and there is suspense throughout the 
book. I highly recommend the first book, Dig World. I really like it and anyone who likes adventure, video games 
and kooky characters would love this book! 
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Jokes and Riddles 
 

By Brianna and Estella 

 

1. What’s a lifeguard’s favourite game? A: Pool 
 

2. You see a boat filled with people. It has not sunk, but when you look again you don’t see a single person on the 
boat. Why? A: Everyone on the boat was married. 

 
3. Why weren’t the tennis players allowed in the restaurant? A: Because they always make a racquet. 

 
4. A Boy was born in 1955 but he just had his 18th birthday today. How did that happen? A: The hospital room was 

number 1955. 
 

5. Why is Peter Pan always flying? A: Because he neverlands. 
 

6. What do you call 2 witches who live together? A: Broommates 
 

7. I couldn't figure out why the baseball kept getting larger. Then it hit me. 
 

8. Why couldn't the bicycle stand up? A: Because it was two-tired. 
 

9. Why was the broom late? A: Because it over-swept. 
 

10. Why can you not trust atoms? A: Because they make up everything 

 

School Banking 
 

By The Dollarmites 

 
Do you want your kids to save their pocket money responsibly? Well, you should start School Banking! School Banking is a 
program owned by the Commonwealth Bank who make School Banking a fun way to help kids save money. Every time your 
children put money into their bank accounts, they get a fun looking token. When they get 10 tokens, they get a prize! 

 

You may be wondering how it is fun? That’s where we come in — 
The Dollarmites. There are five of us: Addy, Spen, Pru, Lucas and 
Pat the dog. One of us is always on a silver token in school 
banking. 
 
How is it responsible? In each bank book there is a notebook. Every 
week, inside each notebook the student writes their name, branch, 
account number, student number, the date, how much money 
they’re depositing, how much money they’re withdrawing (if needed) 
and their current balance. This teaches your children the proper 
terms instead of ‘adding’ and ‘taking away’ etc. It also makes them 
responsible for their money. 

 
So, now do you think your child should join school banking with us, 
The Dollarmites? Remember, School Banking at Aranda Primary 
School is always on Tuesday. 
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   Quality Literature Shelves 

You may ask yourself, What is the Quality Literature Shelf? Well, you have come to the right place. The Quality 
Literature Shelf is a new source of Education Mr Gray and Jo Devenish have put together. The Quality Literature 
Shelf is a colourful bookshelf full of Books. But not just any ordinary books there is a huge variety that goes from 
Interactive books to Picture books and Educational books too!  
 
Why do this? The reason behind this is that having wonderful books in the classrooms not only gives the room a 
pop of colour but it also encourages kids of all ages to read especially with such enjoyable books.  
 
Why do we need to encourage our kids to read? Reading is a skill that you will need for the rest of your life not 
just for getting a job, no matter what the job is, but applying for college and a bunch more. Reading is something 
that is the base of all subjects. You name it, you’ll need it!  Maths, Spelling, Science and History, but that is only a 
couple out of the thousands.  
 
Do the books suit the classes? Absolutely! Mr Gray and Jo Devenish spent loads of time working out which books 
the Kindergartens to have and what would suit them and did the same thing all the way up to the year ⅚. But not 
only have they spent heaps of time and thought into this they have also ensured that each class will have the 
perfect books for them. Whether it is a chapter book or not.  
 
Do all classes have the Quality Literature Shelf? Of course! Our community believes the more books you give a 
child the happier they will be. That has been proved on the day Mr Gray and Jo Devenish placed all the fantastic 
Quality Literature Shelves all over the school. 
 
Overall the school is privileged to have the Quality Literature Shelves. So a huge Thank you to Mr Gray and Jo 
Devenish for all the time and effort they put the Quality Literature Shelves. If you have any unanswered questions 
about Quality Literature Shelves let your Class teacher know and I am sure they will be able to answer it for you! 
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Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
For the remainder of the term, students will be focusing on ‘Looking on the bright side’. 
 
Key messages in this unit are: 
 

It’s good to look on the bright side of things. This means being positive and thinking things will work out well or get 
better. It also means you think good things can happen, so you try harder and don’t give up easily. 
 

It’s good to be a positive tracker and look for the good things. A positive tracker is someone who always tries to look 
for the good things in themselves. They also look for the good in others and in what happens in their life. Positive trackers 
have happier feelings and happier lives. They are more fun to be with. People like them more and want to be their friend. 
 

Look for the small good bits in the bad things that happen. Sometimes things happen that you don’t like. But you can 
usually find something good in the situation if you try. Sometimes the good thing is that it could have been worse. 
Sometimes the good thing is the lesson you learned. Sometimes a small good thing happened anyway even if the rest 
was not so good. 
 

Just because one unhappy thing has happened in your life, it doesn’t mean that everything else is spoiled too. 
Lots of other things are still good. When one thing in your life goes wrong and you feel unhappy or worried, try to 
remember all the things that are still good in your life. It is just one thing that is going wrong for a while, not everything. 
 

Bad times don’t last. Things soon get better. When a bad thing happens in your life, it isn’t forever. When you have 
bad feelings, they don’t last very long. Bad things and bad feelings always go away again, although it might take a bit of 
time for this to happen. They will go away faster if you talk about them to someone who cares about you. 
 

It’s important to stay hopeful when you have unhappy times. You will get over unhappy times in your life more easily 
if you stay hopeful and look on the bright side. Believe that good things will happen, and things will get better. If you stay 
hopeful, you don’t give up. 
 

Be thankful and grateful. Be thankful for the nice things people do for you and the good things that happen in your life. 
This will help you feel happy. Let people know that you are thankful or grateful for how they have helped you and cared 
about you. This will make them feel happy too. 
 

Good memories of things help us bounce back. It is normal to feel sad if you have lost someone or something you 
love. Remembering some of the good times you shared with them will help you feel a bit better. 
 

Lakhana Ly-Diep 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Teacher 
 



  

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

 



  

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

  

Protect yourself and your family from the flu  
 
Getting vaccinated is the best way to prevent your family getting the flu this winter. The flu vaccine can save a child’s 
life. 
 
The vaccine is safe and everyone 6 months of age and over, including pregnant women and young children, should 
get the vaccination. 
 
Children are more likely to contract the flu and spread it around and are at a higher risk of serious complications if 
they get sick. The flu is highly contagious and is spread easily through childcare centres and schools. 
 
The flu vaccine is free in the ACT for: 

• children aged 6 months to under 5 years 

• pregnant women 

• people 65 years of age and older 

• all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 6 months and older  

• people aged 6 months and older with some medical conditions such as severe asthma, heart or lung disease, 
diabetes or weakened immune systems. 

 
Where to get your flu vaccination 
 
Everyone can get a flu vaccine from their GP or immunisation provider.  
 
People over 16 years of age can also get a vaccine at some pharmacies.  
 
ACT Government Early Childhood Immunisation Clinics provide a free flu vaccination for children aged 6 months to 
under 5 years. To book an appointment, call Community Health Intake on 02 5124 9977. 
 
Learn more about influenza and where to get your vaccination at health.act.gov.au/flu 

 



  

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

 

Aranda Music and Arts Program  
 
If you are interested in enrolling in lessons please send an email inquiry to info@arandamusicprogram.org or 
submit an enrolment form, and we can advise whether there are vacancies or a waiting list. 
To enrol please complete and submit your details at the AMA website: www.arandamusicprogram.org.  
 
Aranda Music and Arts Program is a sub-committee of the Aranda Primary Parents and Citizens Association. 
It’s run by a committee of volunteer parents. The Program incorporates music, drama and art lessons. If you 
have any questions about the program or would like to be part of this fun and productive committee please 
contact your AMA tutor coordinator, contact us at info@arandamusicprogram.org or go to our website at 
www.arandamusicprogram.org.  
 

Reminder: NO LESSONS IN WEEK 10 OF TERM 2. 

 

Recitals to be held in Term 3 only this year 

Recitals will be held in Week 8 of Term 3 on the Tuesday (10 September) and Wednesday (11 September). 

Introduction to and Continuing Music students will have a separate recital on Wednesday of Week 9, Term 3. 

Information about arrangements will be provided to their families. 

 
New dance lessons on Wednesday afternoons! 

We are excited to have the opportunity to introduce a new program for Aranda families – check out the 

attached flyer for more details.  For more information, or to express your interest, please email 

info@arandamusicprogram.org. 

 

Vacancies  
We have the following vacancies for individual lessons (30 minute lessons) and group lessons: 

Instrument Day/Time of Vacancy 

Guitar Thursdays 4.45pm and 5.15pm 
Fridays 5.15pm 

Continuing Music (Year 1s who’ve done 
Introduction to Music & Year 2s) 

Tuesdays 3-4pm 

 

Expressions of interest for group or individual recorder lessons 

If you are interested in attending group or individual recorder lessons on a Monday please send your contact 

details to info@arandamusicprogram.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
http://www.arandamusicprogram.org/
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
http://www.arandamusicprogram.org/
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
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Canteen News 

 

 

 

 

 

 


