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Executive Report 
 
Dear Aranda community, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2.  
 
The ANZAC assembly today was outstanding. It was simple, respectful and 
thoughtfully prepared. With the guidance of our teachers, the children ran the 
assembly, introduced guests and spoke eloquently throughout the ceremony. We 
would like to thank Deb Greig (Group Captain RAAF and Aranda parent) for being 
our guest speaker and Michael Butler, an ex-Aranda parent, who was our bugle 
player for the ceremony.  Both guests were most impressed with the knowledge 
and respect shown by Aranda children at the ANZAC assembly. I would also like 
to acknowledge the efforts of Rob Panozzo and the Year 5/6 teaching team who 
coordinated the event and encouraged the children to lead the production of our 
ANZAC assembly.  
 

  
 

 
 

These photos are from the preparation and learning that took place before 
our ANZAC assembly. 
 
School Improvements: 
Thanks to our Business Manager Sam’s persistence and insistence during the 
school break, several renovation projects were completed at our school. The 
steps outside the school hall were renewed, the new school pedestrian crossing 
was completed and the sandpit and play equipment at the preschool were 
upgraded. All of these projects enhance the safety of our school grounds. We 
have begun work in our top courtyard to create a space where children can dig, 
build and construct in an outdoor play space. 
 
 

 
 

Issue 6, 

22 April 2021 

   

Dates to Remember: 
 

22 April Athletics Carnival  

26 April Public Holiday 

28 April ACT Swimming Carnival 

4 May  Cross Country  

6 May AFL Finals Day (5/6) 

11-21 
May  

NAPLAN Years 3 & 5 

18 May Y6 Canberra High Visit 

26 May Belconnen Cross Country 

1 April Last day of Term 1 

 
Friendly reminder: 
If you are sending cash with 
your child to pay for an 
excursion/activity, please ensure 
the cash is clearly labelled in an 
envelope or zip lock bag.  
 
Scan the below QR codes for: 

School Calendar  

 
 

Parent Resource Folder 

 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter 
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Important Messages 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Uniform Shop 
The uniform shop is open for 
Flexischools orders only. If you have 
any questions, please email 
apsuniformshop@gmail.com. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email  on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every odd week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to our new families who joined us this term. We look forward to getting to 

know you and I hope you enjoy our school community for many years to come. 

I joined the Year 4 students and teachers on camp at the end of last term. The 

weather was ordinary but at no stage did I hear anyone whinge. Everyone had a go 

and enjoyed all activities, even as the rain belted down. I could not have been more 

proud of the children and the teachers. 

Multipurpose/Bike Track – Volunteers Wanted  

A few years ago, a group of parents and teachers worked in collaboration with 

Kowalski Brothers Trailworks to construct a Multipurpose Trail in the bushland 

surrounding the school. The trail was designed to provide students and the 

community with a space to learn basic mountain bike skills, trail run and to interact 

with nature. We have also been working with Greening Australia to regenerate the 

area through the planting of native seedlings. The track is currently used during the 

week as part of our bike education program and as part of the school cross country 

running course. 

We are looking for a volunteers to take carriage of the maintenance and development 

of the track, in consultation with the school. This would require your time to give the 

track a sweep and rake every once in a while, and to build and maintain basic trail 

features. The school has a range of trail-building tools you can use if required. We 

would love to see the track evolve into a resource that is valued and used by the 

broader community – one where people can come to practise and develop their riding 

skills, and walk or run through the developing bushland. Please email 

scott.pearce@ed.act.edu.au if you would like to volunteer some of your time to take 

on this project.  

Have a great week, 
 
Phil Gray 
 
 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
mailto:scott.pearce@ed.act.edu.au
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Managing hazardous materials in Aranda Primary School 

The ACT Government is committed to ensuring all public school buildings are safe and have the infrastructure to support 

high-quality education. 

Most ACT public schools were built at a time when asbestos and lead paint were widely used in the building industry. As a 

recently published list of schools shows, 76 of our 89 schools have lead paint and/or asbestos. Nearly all asbestos in ACT 

public schools is non-friable, also known as bonded or sheet asbestos. 

Aranda Primary was opened in 1969 and both lead paint and asbestos are present at the school.   

The ACT Education Directorate has a record of where these materials exist, or are likely to exist, the locations are 

monitored regularly and there is a management strategy in place to keep the school community safe. Detailed reports are 

kept at the school Front Office in a Hazardous Materials Register, which you are welcome to view.    

If you have any general questions about the management of hazardous materials, drop by the Front Office or come along 

to an information night at UC Senior Secondary College Lake Ginninderra on Thursday 13 May from 6–8 pm.  

The session will include members of the Education Directorate’s Hazardous Materials Taskforce and lead paint expert, 

Professor Mark Taylor, who is one of the specialists guiding hazardous materials work in ACT public schools, ensuring 

management is informed by international best practice. 

The ACT Government has committed $15 million to remove hazardous materials from public schools during the next four 

years. This is in addition to a school upgrade budget of $99 million which will also help manage lead paint and asbestos.  

You can learn more about how hazardous materials are safely managed in ACT public schools on the Education 

Directorate’s website. It has a fact sheet about lead paint, details about the Directorate’s commitment and approach to 

managing hazardous materials, and it links to a new ACT Health fact sheet about lead exposure and your health. 

 

G-Force News 
 

Tasty Tuesday is starting again this term. Make sure you bring the least amount of plastic rubbish in your lunch box. We 
have released a new video on the Aranda Primary School YouTube Channel to inspire you. 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRKJgy_g7Y6cOhHOkb261w) 
 

The G-Force 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools/list-of-schools-with-lead-paint-or-asbestos
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools/list-of-schools-with-lead-paint-or-asbestos
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools
https://www.health.act.gov.au/about-our-health-system/population-health/fact-sheets
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRKJgy_g7Y6cOhHOkb261w
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EALD News 

In Week 9 last term, we celebrated Harmony Day at Aranda. Everyone had fun dressing up in traditional clothing or 

wearing orange as the official colour of the day. There were costumes representing China, India and Pakistan, to name a 

few. We have 38 different country connections through our school. This year’s theme was Maths. In the junior school, 

adults presented to classes, while, in the senior school, it was mostly students presenting to their class. Thank you to 

everyone who took the time to prepare a Google Slideshow or a poster to share their knowledge. All presentations were 

asked to include information about how to count from 1–10 in their language. Some presenters also included some 

general information about the country. We certainly have a lot of talented students among us. We were fascinated to find 

out that a lot of languages have different numeric symbols, as well as different ways of saying the numbers. There were 

lots of similarities, too. EAL/D students enjoyed presenting to their class as well as listening to other presentations. Other 

students surprised us with their knowledge by sharing their expertise on the day, without preparation. At the parade, each 

year group walked around the multipurpose court to show off their outfits. It was good to see all the different cultures 

represented. Thank you to Mrs Alexander for emceeing the parade. All classes watched a short video, prepared by 

Madame Davies, where we got to hear about the 44 different languages spoken by students in their homes.  

Written by some of the Year 5/6 students who presented on the day. 

Umama (JW), Norbu (MN), Quinn (GM), Joyce (JC), Isaac (JC), Rachana (JP) and Alyssa (JB)  
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Aranda Orienteers – Cunning Running!  
 
Aranda Primary School had four teams entered in the Autumn SC-ORE orienteering challenge held this term. SC-ORE is 
a participation-focused inter-school team challenge for girls and boys. Each relay team consists of 2 girls and 2 boys and 
this term the locations were Charles Weston Primary School and St Judes Primary School, with two events held at 
Weston Park. It was awesome to see these students have an outdoor body and brain workout before hitting the 
classroom. The following students represented Aranda in a SC-ORE relay team: 
 
Aranda A – Layla D, Veronika I, Lochie D and Zaf B 
Aranda B – Mira W, Katy H, Luca S and Hayden D 
Aranda C – Jess S, Mischa S, Alice S and Stephan R 
Aranda D – Ariadna I, Lily A, Connor D and Ethan C 
(substitute runner Banjo B) 

 

 
Our Aranda orienteers with the SC-ORE trophy 

 
Congratulations to all team members for their outstanding effort and positive attitude. Two of our teams consisted of Year 
6 students and they competed to a very high standard. Overall, Aranda D came 1st and Aranda B came 2nd. 

 

 
The winning team with local legend, Hermann Wehner – a 96-year-old orienteer! 
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Would you like to know more about SC-ORE or Orienteering in the ACT? 

• More information about SC-ORE 

• Orienteering ACT website 

• Overall Results for Autumn SC-ORE 2021 

• SC-ORE photos by Tom deJong 

 

Please contact Shannon Jones if you have any questions about orienteering or you’d like to know more about the next 

SC-ORE challenge in Term 4. My email is shannon.jones@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Yoga for Kids 
 
There are a few places left in the Monday and Wednesday Yoga for Kids classes.  
 
Kindy to Year 6 students learn physical practices and age-appropriate relaxation strategies in a FUN and engaging    
8-week term. Studies show that yoga reduces anxiety and delivers a range of other benefits, including increased self-
confidence, focus, strength, flexibility and coordination.  
 
The article linked below has more information on the benefits of yoga for kids: 
 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-15/kids-find-balance-and-mindfulness-through-yoga-classes/8355964 
 
Classes are held in the school gym. Yoga mats provided. 
 
Class Details: 
8.00*- 8.55 am Monday & Wednesday in Term 2 – $110. 
* Drop-off from 7.50 am. 
 
If interested, please email me at kcyoga.cbr@gmail.com  
Places are limited.  
 

Karolyn           

 

Aranda Music and Art Program: Update as at Week 1 Term 2 (20 

April) 2021 

The Aranda Music and Arts Program is a volunteer-run program offering music and arts tuition (including art, dance 

and drama) outside school hours in the school or at nearby Illeso Studio.  

If you wish to enrol your child in the program, please submit an enrolment via our website 

https://www.arandamusicprogram.org/how-to-join 

If your child attends Aranda Afters on the day of their lesson, please ensure you complete and return to Afters an 

Extracurricular Activities Form, available on the Aranda Afters website. 

For more information, please see our website or email info@arandamusicprogram.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/
https://act.orienteering.asn.au/
https://mcusercontent.com/044cf350d38a3c48a9816b610/files/97ce762c-2c74-48f1-ab81-4848a42fc27e/2021_Autumn_SCORE_Results_for_4_weeks.pdf
https://www.photosbytom.com.au/0-score
mailto:shannon.jones@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-15/kids-find-balance-and-mindfulness-through-yoga-classes/8355964
mailto:kcyoga.cbr@gmail.com
https://www.arandamusicprogram.org/how-to-join
https://arandaafters.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-Extra-Curricular-AMA-Form.pdf
https://www.arandamusicprogram.org/
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
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AMA program current vacancies:  

Classes                        Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday 

Continuing Music 
(Group classes for 
Year 1 and Year 2) 

 3-4pm    

Drama (Years 2-6) 3-4:30pm     

Flute, Clarinet, Oboe 
or Recorder 

     

Guitar 2x 5:30pm 
 

  4.30pm, 
5pm and 
5.30pm 

3.30pm, 
2x 4pm, 
2x 4:30pm, 
2x 5pm 
and 2x 
5.30pm 

Piano      

Introduction to Music 
(Group classes for 
Kindy and Year 1) 

  3-4pm   

Violin All times     

Irish Dance Years K-6, expressions of interest, day TBC 

Zumba Kids (see info 
below) 

   3-4:30pm  

 To enquire about vacancies, please email info@arandamusicprogram.org 

Zumba® Kids 

Zumba® Kids is coming to Aranda Primary as part of the Aranda Music and Arts Program in 2021. We will help your child 

discover just how much fun fitness can be! 

Zumba® Kids classes feature easy dance routines to a wide variety of music – including Pop, Latin, Reggaeton, Afrobeats, 

Hip Hop and Bhangra. We break down the steps and add games, language learning, geography and cultural exploration 

elements. Zumba® Kids will encourage your child to develop a healthy lifestyle, explore self-expression and make 

friends. Classes incorporate key childhood development elements like leadership, respect, team work, confidence, self-

esteem, memory, creativity, coordination and cultural awareness. Children will learn there are no wrong moves in 

Zumba® as they build confidence in an inclusive, non-competitive group setting. 

Teachers: Zumba® Kids is delivered by siblings, Adrian and Naomi Wolfe, aka the Zumba® Wolves. They have 3 boys at 

Aranda Primary, in Kindy (David), Year 4 (Rio) and Year 6 (Ingo). Naomi and Adrian are licensed Zumba® instructors who 

have completed specialised Zumba® Kids training. With over 600 hours of Zumba dance fitness experience between 

them, they are passionate about spreading the joy, community and health benefits that Zumba® has brought into their 

own lives and has motivated them to start teaching. In 2020, Naomi successfully obtained an ACT Health Directorate 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Innovation Grant to start up a 12-month Zumba®-based COVID-recovery fundraising 

program which she project coordinates. 

mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
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Naomi volunteers her time, both on stage and off, and has been mentored by one of Canberra’s best Zumba® 

instructors in her Zumba®. Naomi also speaks Spanish and French and will share her love of languages with your 

children by teaching them the lyrics of the songs they are learning.  

Details: Classes start in Week 3 of Term 2 on Thursday afternoons (commencing 6 May). Children will be met at 

school at 3 pm, taken to the Illeso Studio just across the road for class, and then returned to the school for pickup 

at 4.30 pm. This is an 8-week term but, as a special introductory offer, the first week is free. So, for Term 2, 

enrolment is $154 for the first child and $119 for additional children from the same family (plus the Aranda Music 

and Arts annual enrolment fee, unless your child is already enrolled with AMA). This class is suitable for children in 

Year 1 or above. 

 

Join up: Enrol now at www.arandamusicprogram.org/how-to-join 

For more information, please email info@arandamusicprogram.org or contact zumbawolves@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arandamusicprogram.org/how-to-join
mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
mailto:zumbawolves@gmail.com
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