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Executive Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to thank you all for your continued support as we navigate a unique
school year. Whilst the changes have been challenging for many of us, I can say
that our students have really taken this new school year in their stride. Most
students have shown increased confidence and independence as they walk
themselves to and from class. We are particularly proud of our Kindergarten and
Year 1 students. Teachers have also noticed how quickly students have been
settling into their learning first thing in the morning. It is funny how sometimes a
significant disruption to our ‘normal’ can produce unforeseen positives.
As you are all aware, one of our school priorities is to improve the reading
outcomes for all students. The teaching and learning environment at Aranda most
certainly impacts the reading development of your children. Some of you may not
be aware of just how much of what you do at home with your children can impact
their growth in reading.

Known Medical Conditions
If your child has a known medical
condition, please ensure you have
completed/updated the relevant forms.
This must be done at the
commencement of each school year.
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Research shows that:
• Reading with children 3-5 days per week (compared to 2 or less) has the
same effect on the child’s reading skills at age 4-5 as being six months
older.
• Reading with children 6-7 days per week has the same effect as being
almost 12 months older.
• Children who are read with more frequently at age 4-5 achieve higher
scores on the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) tests for both Reading and Numeracy in Year 3 (age 8 to 9).
• These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not related to the
child’s family background or home environment but are the direct result
of how frequently they have been read to.
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Important Messages
Current, up-to-date information
Updated information for the education
sector and other public sectors can be
found on the Education Directorate’s
website
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and
ACT Health
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)

We are all busy in life and sometimes the easy option is to say, “I’ll read with
you tomorrow night”. The problem is, tomorrow night becomes next week,
next week becomes next year and so on. The time spent reading with your
children is something to cherish and not view as a burden. It is one of the few
easy things we can do for our children as parents that can have such huge
academic gains.

Seesaw
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or
do not receive communications from
the school to connect your child, please
contact the Front Office with your
updated email address.
Uniform Shop
The uniform shop is open for
Flexischools orders only. If you have
any questions, please email
apsuniformshop@gmail.com.
Canteen
The Canteen operates from
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen
can be contacted via email on
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone
on 0459 599 114.

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher if you would like
more ideas or suggestions for how to read with your child at home.

Known Medical Conditions
If your child has a known medical
condition, please ensure you have
completed/updated the relevant forms.
This must be done at the
commencement of each school year.

sn

Medication at School
All student medication must be signed
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office
on arrival at school. Medication must
be clearly labelled with the child’s
name and class. No medication is to be
left in school bags during the day.
Newsletter Publication Deadline
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly
newsletter must be emailed to
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30 pm
every odd week on a Tuesday.
Anaphylaxis
Aranda Primary School is an
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL
avoiding eggs and all nuts.
Our policy is available on the website.
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Kind regards,
Scott Pearce
Deputy Principal

(02) 6142 3030

www.arandaps.act.edu.au

info@arandaps.act.edu.au

EAL/D (English as an Additional Language or Dialect) News
Welcome to all new and returning EAL/D students and their families. Last week, we entered our data in the
February ACT Government Schools’ EAL/D Census. We are proud to report that we have over 160 students who
speak a language other than English in their homes. That’s approximately 26% of our school population. Our
students and their families come from many countries, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China,
Columbia, Croatia, El Salvador, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Jordan, Malaysia,
Mauritius, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, South Sudan, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand, The Philippines, The Netherlands, Uganda and Vietnam. That adds up to 37
countries and 47 different languages. This multicultural gift provides a very rich environment for all students at
Aranda.
The EAL/D program works in a variety of ways, depending on individual needs. We are learning to work creatively
as we navigate Covid protocols.
The highlight of our EAL/D calendar is Harmony Day. This is a wonderful celebration and chance to focus on
inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic background. The day
coincides with the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
This year we will have our Harmony Day celebration on Tuesday 22nd March. The children are encouraged to wear
national dress or something orange. Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful
conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect.
Note - The Superb Fairy Wrens’ preschool class will celebrate on Wednesday 23rd March.
I am happy to support Aranda’s EAL/D families as needed. For those new to our school, you can contact me,
Sandra Kelly, via the front office or email sandra.kelly@ed.act.edu.au

Aranda Music and Arts (AMA)
Aranda Music and Arts (AMA) is a volunteer-run program offering music and art tuition after hours at the school
or in nearby teaching spaces. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions in place at the school as we commence
term 1, initially AMA will not be operating in-person lessons. We hope to be able to resume lessons soon.
Please see our website https://www.arandamusicprogram.org for more information regarding AMA.

Year Group Representatives
Would you like to receive weekly reminders and connect with other parents? If so please go
to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ICCc-idUo10tJF_7ulpkbcubwjYXvNGpjib4G2BJTIc/edit and register your
details.
If you would like to be the Year 6 Year Group Representative, please email Teegan
at arandayeargroupreps@gmail.com.
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Canteen News - celebrating Good Mood Food
It's been wonderful to see all the students back on campus. We are thrilled to be back up and running again
and are looking forward to working towards some new initiatives in the year ahead.
Updates/reminders/call for support:
•

New Menu and pricing - below in the is a copy of our standard menu - print it for your fridge to plan
your orders!

Due to COVID-safe operating procedures some menu items are subject to change, the Flexischools ordering
app will display available items.
•

Exciting new partnership trial with Husk Bakery - Pie trial

You requested healthier, less packaging waste items on the menu - and we listened. Goodbye Mrs Mac pies
and welcome locally owned and sourced Husk Pies and Sausage Rolls for a trial commencing Term 2. More to
come….
•

We're recruiting:

1) Paid canteen opportunity - canteen employee
9.30-2.30pm, Tuesday to Friday l $30 an hour
To apply or for further information visit:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/732904454020368/permalink/937066950270783/
2) Volunteer Leadership opportunity
Looking to broaden or apply your leadership skills to oversee exciting, healthy and cost-effective food options
for your kids? Want an excuse to hang out with some cool parents?
Chair role available to support Aranda canteen operations
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lead committee meetings
Facilitate partnerships with other canteen networks
Share updates and report to the P&C
Authorise bank transactions and oversee budget P&L (with support of Treasurer)
Support canteen staff from time to time on operational matters
1 to 2 hours per week maximum (with support from the amazing committee)

If you’re looking to help out your school community and want to be part of a fantastic team, or find out more
about the role, then please get in touch with Julia at arandacanteen@gmail.com.
Thanks for your support
Canteen Team and Sub-committee
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