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Executive Report 
Dear Aranda Community, 

It is wonderful to be back for Term 3 and looking at the school calendar this term 

is sure to be an exciting one. There are some significant events coming up so 

please note the following:  

 

❖ Book Week Parade- Thursday 24 August 

❖ Science Fair – Wednesday 16 August (Projects due Monday 31 July) 

❖ Just 50 Words Assembly-Thursday 14 September 

 

ICAS and Mathematics Competitions 

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools, or ICAS, is an 

independent, skills-based assessment program. ICAS recognises and rewards 

student achievement in English, Maths, Science, Spelling, Writing and Digital 

Technologies. The series of tests are designed to match and test skills that are 

learned in the school classroom. 

 

Throughout August, we are offering Year 3-6 students the opportunity to be 

involved in the Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC) and ICAS competitions 

as an enrichment component of our school program. This competition is optional 

and Aranda Primary School recognises that this competition is more suited to some 

students than others. Families should feel under no obligation to enter. Notes have 

been sent home informing parents and carers on how to register for both 

competitions, the various subject areas, and associated costs.   

 

Entries for AMC close on Monday, 31 July. Students are entered after returning the 

entry form.  

 

School Uniforms 

Students at Aranda Primary School are strongly encouraged to take pride in 

belonging to Aranda Primary School by wearing the school uniform; to show our 

pride and promote our school identity. It is particularly important that students wear 

the uniform at all times when attending outside public activities, performances and 

excursions. 

 

Our uniform is based on our school colour code of red, white, and black. Our clothes 

carry the school logo. All students wear a red polo shirt and polar fleece. Students 

have a choice of black tracksuit pants, black shorts or black skorts. Students can 

also wear the school summer dress or winter pinafore. Red SunSmart school hats 

(three choices of style) are worn by all students. See the Aranda Primary 

School Sun Protection Policy. Black closed in shoes or sneakers are required. 

 

Uniform Shop 

The Aranda Primary School Uniform Shop sells both new and quality second-hand 

uniforms and accessories, such as hats and school bags. 

 

The Uniform Shop also encourages sustainability and accepts donations of good 

quality, second-hand items. They should be washed with no stains and functional 

zippers. Donations can be dropped in the donation tub in the front office foyer.  
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Dates to Remember:  
 

31 July 
Science Fair Projects 
Due  

3 Aug  3/4 Boys Bball 

15 Aug  Belconnen Athletics  

16 Aug  Science Fair  

22 Aug  Y2 Birrigai Excursion 

22 Aug  
Mon/Tues Preschool 
Book Week Celebration 

24 Aug 
Thurs/Fri Pre & K-6 
Book Week Celebration 

31 Aug  Gateways Program 

12 Sep ACT Athletics Carnival 

14 Sep 3/4 Girls Bball 

14 Sep  
Just 50 Words 
Assembly  

 
2023 Aranda Calendar  

 
 
Click this link https://bit.ly/31hH976 
on any device to view the calendar 

in your browser. 

 
Sickness reminder:  
We are sending home an 
increasing number of children with 
stomach illnesses. Please 
remember that if your child vomits, 
there is an exclusion period of 24 
hours – this is an ACT Health 
requirement.  
 
Coming into the cooler weather, we 
will also start to see an increase of 
cold and flu symptoms. This could 
be a good time to remind your 
children about the importance of 
washing their hands and staying 
hygienic.  
 
If you are not able to collect your 
child when they are sick at school, 
please make sure you have an 
accessible emergency contact 
listed. If you need to update your 
emergency contact, please email: 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au   

Newsletter 

https://www.arandaps.act.edu.au/archived_arap/policies/sun_protection
https://bit.ly/31hH976
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
New and second hand orders can be 
placed online at:  
https://arandapsuniforms.square.site/  
Orders placed by 5pm Thursday are 
delivered to class on Friday. 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

Parent volunteers run the Uniform Shop, and all profits go to the P&C to spend on 
resources and equipment for the school and students. 
 
How do I buy a new or second-hand uniform? 
By visiting the Square Online Shop and making a purchase from the online stor. 
The Uniform Shop does not generally accept returns for change of mind or for second 
hand items. A size guide is available on the Square Online Shop to assist in 
determining the correct size for your child. 
 
Items purchased before 5pm on Thursdays (during term time) will be delivered to 
classrooms on the following Friday. Please see our current Uniform Shop Price List 
 
Any questions? You would like to volunteer? 
Please email us on apsuniformshop@gmail.com 
 

  
Lost Property 
Please feel free to check our lost property collection located in the foyer of the library. 
We do endeavour to sort and return all labelled items to the rightful owners, but our 
collection of unnamed and often high-quality clothing items is ever growing. 
 
After school care also have a lost property collection in the gym that is worth checking 
if you are missing items after attending Aranda After School Care program. 
 
AFL Competition 
On Tuesday, 18th of July, the Aranda 5/6 girls AFL team competed in the Hannah 
Dunn Cup ACT finals day. The girls had been training well and were excited to 
participate at this level once again. The team played three pool games against 
Chapman, Radford and Hughes. The team worked hard for each other and showed 
their skills to win all three games and qualify for the semi-finals in first place.  
 
In the semi-final, we played Radford for the 5th time this year and with a strong 2nd 
half performance we were able to win the game and qualify for the Grand Final. The 
Grand Final was a competitive contest against St Gregorys. The bounce of the ball 
didn't go our way, but the girl's defensive skills were put to work, and they flourished, 
and we went on the win the game by 2 points to make it back-to-back ACT 
Championships.    

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farandapsuniforms.square.site%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceaa25ca6caa34edb251708da9c64c435%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637994253875833265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzmldSpWs%2FEFewxakT%2FIlcoiTe89PG2N9Da%2FOJU%2F%2BsY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
https://arandapsuniforms.square.site/
https://www.arandaps.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/562468/APS_Uniforms_Price_List_January_2023.pdf
mailto:apsuniformshop@gmail.com
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Throughout the entire day, the girls showed outstanding teamwork and sportsmanship and represented the school with 

pride and distinction. The team has been invited to travel to Sydney to represent the school at the AFL NSW/ACT State 

finals in late August.  

Team Members: Jess, Tessa, Emmy, Jade, Loma, Ali, Mischa, Elle, Jade, Meredith, Harriet, Aggie, Addison, Alma, Sol.     

The girls were expertly coached by Cam James who could not have been prouder of the girls!!! 

  
 

Bush kids 

It’s that time again!!!! Term 3 signals our much-valued Bush Kids program. Our kindy crew dig out their gum boots, jackets 

and beanies and head for the Aranda bushland to explore, build, problem solve, investigate, and play. It marks the return 

of kindy teachers attending our Wednesday professional learning team meetings with an array of twigs and flowers in their 

hair, with a generous amount of mud and dirt plastered across their faces. We are fully invested in this program that 

generates valuable outcomes and memories for our students. 

A reminder to Kindy parents that each Wednesday this term children need to pack: 

• A full water bottle.  

• A labelled hat. 

• Spare clothes. 

• Recess and lunch (no canteen lunch orders on Bush Kids Day). 

Children should wear warm clothing (items that they don’t mind getting dirty) NOT school uniform. Please remember to 

check the weather forecast each Wednesday so you can dress and pack accordingly. 
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We thank our parent volunteers who come along and provide additional supervision on our bush kids days.  

Kenny Koala 

Last week we had a visit from Kenny Koala who presented to our junior students with messages of personal safety. These 

sessions were titled “Stay OK in the Community.” The sessions were both engaging and valuable. These important student 

safety messages will be repeated and revisited in our classrooms throughout the term. Special thanks to Carlie who 

assisted with securing the presentations in Kenny’s busy schedule. 

 

Looking forward to what looks like a jam-packed term of rich and challenging activities that progress our learning in all 

areas. 

Warm Regards, 

Lisa Kingham 
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News from 4BS  

What an exciting start to Term 3 the students in 4BS have had.  We have been sorted into houses for our Harry Potter 

unit of work and have begun to earn points towards winning the coveted House Cup at the end of the term. Completing 

class tasks, demonstrating kindness, participating in challenges (like the amazing parachute catapult), are all ways in 

which we can earn points towards our total. 

  

  
 

    
 

4BS are hugely excited to have the opportunity to particpate in some Bike Education this term.  This program develops 

our bike riding fundamentals, bike maintenance and safety skills. We are so lucky to have an amazing track to use on 

our very own playground. 
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This term Year 4 will be developing our narrative writing skills. This week our lessons focussed on creating a “Sizzling Start” 

by writing a sentence that begins with a preposition. Take a look at some of our amazing starts. 

“Over the rickety bridge in a dense jungle walks an artist leading a tour with curiosity.” Patrick Newell 

“Under the deep, through the coral, to the cave and under the fish I go.” Leyla McKenzie 

“Between a thin twisted rope and the rock solid ground I balance, wondering if I will ever touch the ground again.” Eleanor 

Watson 

“Through the unpolluted water dives one wise dolphin as happy as can be” Lauren Grant 

“Under the ground goes an artistic clown fish blasting his way through the hard rocky earth.” Asher Sharma 

With Science Fair fast approaching 4BS have been working on their class project. We explored shapes and their rigidity 

and are attempting to build a geodesic dome. Our big question is “Is a paper construction strong enough to hold a human?” 

We look forward to sharing our findings at the Science Fair on August 16th. 
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News from KRF  
 
It’s only the second week of term and we have already marked 100 days at school, engaged with Kenny Koala and enjoyed 
two visits to the Aranda Bushlands for our Bushkids program.  
 
100 Days of Kindy Celebration 
One of the most eagerly anticipated events on the Kindy calendar is the 100 Days of Kindy celebration. We started counting 
our days at school way back on 30 January. Wow, time does fly! The growth, resilience and knowledge the students have 
gained within that time has been nothing short of remarkable. To celebrate their achievements and this significant 
milestone, the students participated in a party last Friday. The students were treated to an array of exciting activities such 
as dancing and making 100 days of Kindy themed necklaces and artworks topped off with balloons, streamers and delicious 
cookies. The excitement in the air was palpable! Below are some photos from the day. 
 

  

  
 
Kenny Koala Visit 
We were lucky enough to receive a visit from Kenny Koala. Kenny and his mate David spoke to the students about 
protective behaviours and themes around how to keep yourself safe, dealing with strangers and who to speak to if you get 
into trouble or feel unsafe. The highlight for Mr F was the flashing lights and siren on Kenny’s cool police car. 
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Bushkids 

The students have already participated in two visits to the Aranda bushlands as part of our Bushkids program. They have 

thoroughly enjoyed their time immersing themselves in such a wonderful outdoor setting while engaging in cooperative play 

with their peers. We are very keen to share our experiences with you at our upcoming assembly in week 6. We would also 

like to take this opportunity to thank the wonderful volunteers who have given up their time to support the program. It has 

been much appreciated. 

 

The Kindy Team 

Yoga for Kids 

There are a few places left in the Monday Yoga for Kids class.  

Kindy to year six students learn physical practices and age appropriate relaxation strategies in a FUN and engaging eight 

week term. Studies show that yoga reduces anxiety and delivers a range of other benefits including increased self-

confidence, focus, strength, flexibility and coordination.  

Classes are held in the school gym. Yoga mats provided. 

Class Details: 

8.00*- 8.45am Monday from Term 3, Week 2 

* Drop off from 7.50am. 

Cost is $110 per student 

If interested, please email me at kcyoga.cbr@gmail.com Places are limited.  

Karolyn          

Belconnen Girls Only Auskick Program Kicks Off Soon       

There are so many reasons to get involved! sign your girls up now      

        Age: 5-12  

           Location: Holt Oval  

        Time: Sundays 1:30pm – 2:30pm  

       Runs: 23rd July – 24th September 

     Cost: $90 or use code C61F81CB for $50 off  

       What you get?: 10 weeks of action packed Auskick Sessions as well as a Full Auskick packing including training shirt 

and heaps of other goodies.  

     Sign up now: https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/836f7c          

 

https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/836f7c

