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Executive Report 
 
Dear Aranda Community, 

We have had a very settled start to 2024. It has been wonderful seeing the students 

across the school from preschool to Year 6 embrace new routines and work in new 

teams and groupings. The promise a new school year brings is always exciting. 

Getting to Know You Interviews 

Parent teacher Getting to Know You interviews at the beginning of each school year 

are invaluable. They give teachers the opportunity to gather important information 

about their students from the people who know them best. We thank all the parents 

and families for making the time to engage with us either online or in person for 

these special interviews. Having a positive partnership with you is a priority for us. 

Absences 

A friendly reminder to parents and carers that all absences need to be reported 

through the front office, not via the classroom teacher.  

There are multiple ways to do this. Our preferred methods are: 

- Via the Parent Portal 
- Responding to the absence SMS (please note you can only respond to 

the text; you cannot text this number prior to the absence message)  
- Emailing info@arandaps.act.edu.au 

 
We are trying to free up the phone line in the morning so that staff are available to 

answer questions relating to the school day. If you are unable to complete any of 

the above methods on the go, you can still report absences via phone call but 

please be mindful of using the preferred methods where possible.  

Late arrivals 

Any children arriving after 9:00am must be signed in via the front office. If children 

are not signed in, they may be marked as absent unexplained, and you will receive 

a SMS stating this.  

Early departures  

All children leaving school early must be signed out via the front office. We ask that 

if you need to collect your child early, prior notice is given so arrangements can be 

made for the classroom teacher to send your child to the office. Please note that 

not providing prior notice means that office staff will need to locate your child, this 

means that there may be delays in pick up time if they are not in their classroom.  

 

Issue 2, 

8 February 2024 

Dates to Remember:  
 

21st Feb 
Swimming Carnival 
(Competitive 
swimmers only) 

4th–6th March Year 4 Camp  

11th March 
Public Holiday 
(Canberra Day) 

18th-20th 
March  

Year 5 Camp 

19th March 
Mon/Tues Preschool 
Photos  

20th-22nd 
March 

Year 6 Camp 

21st-22nd 
March  

Year 3 Camp  

22nd March  
Thurs/Fri Preschool 
Photos 

27th March K-6 School Photos 

29th March & 
1st April   

Public Holidays 

 
 
2024 Aranda Calendar  

 
 
Click this link https://bit.ly/31hH976 
on any device to view the calendar 

in your browser. 

 
Parent Portal:  
 
If you already have a Parent Portal 
account, use this Parent Portal 
access link to start using the great 
features. You can’t access Parent 
Portal directly through the ACT 
Digital Account website, you need 
to use the link above.  

When you are logged into Parent 
Portal, we recommend saving the 
browser as a favourite or to the 
homepage on your mobile phone 
for quick access in the future. The 
website can only be viewed using a 
web browser on your computer, 
mobile phone or tablet. An app is 
not available at this time. 

  

Newsletter 

mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
https://bit.ly/31hH976
https://www.myaccount.act.gov.au/daidp/s/parentlogin?expid=parentportal&startURL=%2Fdaidp%2Fidp%2Flogin%3Fapp%3D0spOn000000003F%26binding%3DHttpPost%26inresponseto%3DSENTRAL_136876797208672dd8d666aedc5fed934d67f4f6
https://www.myaccount.act.gov.au/daidp/s/parentlogin?expid=parentportal&startURL=%2Fdaidp%2Fidp%2Flogin%3Fapp%3D0spOn000000003F%26binding%3DHttpPost%26inresponseto%3DSENTRAL_136876797208672dd8d666aedc5fed934d67f4f6
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Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
New and second hand orders can be 
placed online at:  
https://arandapsuniforms.square.site/  
Orders placed by 5pm Thursday are 
delivered to class on Friday. 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

Grandparents and Friends Day 

I am delighted the share the date for our 2024 Grandparents and Friends Day. This 

special occasion holds great significance as it recognizes the invaluable role that 

grandparents and friends play in the lives of our students. Please mark September 26, 

2024, in your calendars as our Grandparents and Friends Day. We have purposely 

chosen this date hoping for fine weather and for the reason that it is just before the 

Term break and may work well for families who have planned travel. More details will 

be shared as we get closer to September. 

 

Road Safety 

As we strive to ensure the safety and well-being of our students, we kindly request 

your cooperation in adhering to road rules and etiquette during drop-off and pick-up 

times. With the hustle and bustle of the morning rush, it's crucial that we all remain 

vigilant and considerate of one another to maintain a safe environment for everyone. 

Please remember to observe speed limits, utilize designated drop-off zones, and avoid 

double parking or stopping in no-parking areas. Additionally, we encourage patience 

and courtesy towards other drivers and pedestrians to facilitate a smooth flow of traffic. 

Let's work together to prioritise the safety of our children and promote responsible road 

behaviour. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

School Sign 

Like you we are frustrated that we have not been able to change the school sign at the 

top of the school. Due to the state of the equipment changing the wording on the aging 

sign has become hazardous. We have been working behind the scenes and I am so 

pleased to share with you in the coming months, we will be replacing the current sign 

with a state-of-the-art electronic sign. We are excited that this will enhance 

communication, increase visibility, and provide great efficiency and timeliness in 

messaging. 

Stay tuned for more updates as we approach the installation date. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farandapsuniforms.square.site%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceaa25ca6caa34edb251708da9c64c435%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637994253875833265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzmldSpWs%2FEFewxakT%2FIlcoiTe89PG2N9Da%2FOJU%2F%2BsY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Boundary Fence Construction 

A temporary fence has been erected around the school grounds to provide a safety buffer whilst the permanent boundary 

fence is constructed. We appreciate this has impeded some people from entering the school grounds at some access points 

previously used. We are making every effort to navigate the changes and provide families with suitable options. As we work 

towards making this transition, we appreciate your patience and understanding.  Please be aware and considerate of 

increased pedestrian and bicycle traffic on the paths adjacent to the bottom car park. The installation of the fence is a 

meticulous process, and we want to ensure that it meets the highest standards to serve our community well. 

EALD students and Families 

Welcome to all new and returning EAL/D students and their families. We are proud to report that we have over one hundred 
and fifty students who nominate that they speak a language other than English in their home. That’s approximately 28% of 
our school population.  
 
Our students and their families come from many countries, including: Austria, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, Chile, China, 
Columbia, Croatia, El Salvador, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Poland, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Korea, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Thailand, The Philippines, Ukraine and Vietnam.  
That adds up to 35 countries and represents about 45 different languages. See our represented list below. 
 
Are you clever enough to match these languages to the correct country or countries?  
Aklanon, Arabic, Auslan, Bahasa Malaysia, Bengali, Bisaya, Bumthang, Cantonese, Croatian, Dharawal, Dinka, Dzongkha, 
Farsi/ Persian, Filipino, Gamilaraay, German, Greek, Hindi, Hokkien, Hungarian, Japanese, Korean, Malayalam, Mandarin, 
Nepali, Polish, Portuguese, Puckungii, Punjabi, Russian, Sharchop, Sindhi,  Sinhala/Sinhalese, Spanish, Swedish, Swiss, 
Tagalog, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Tulu, Ukrainian, Urdu, Vietnamese, Wiradjuri. 
 
This amazing multicultural connection provides a very rich environment for all students at Aranda. 
 

 

 

My best, 

Lisa Kingham 

Deputy Principal  
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Work life balance - The right to disconnect. 

This year, the Education Directorate has requested that all schools communicate with their communities the importance 
of work-life balance and the need for staff to disconnect from work related communication outside core working hours. 

Effective communication with parents and community remains important to us and we will always work to get back to your 
enquiries within a reasonable timeframe. We aim to do this within 3 workings days. If your matter is urgent, we will of 
course get back to you as quickly as possible. 

Aranda staff are committed to providing the best outcomes for every student. 

Preparing for great teaching takes time. It is important that teachers and school staff have a clear delineation between 
their work hours and personal time. 

There is no expectation that teachers respond to queries from families during their personal and family time. 

Be assured that every student and every family is important to us. By respecting the time of our teachers, you are helping 
to make time for great teaching. 

We update our families on what is happening at our school in several ways from information nights, emails, notes, 
newsletters, parent/teacher interviews and Seesaw. We encourage you to stay in touch with our school through these 
channels and thank you for your ongoing consideration. 

eSafety Webinars 

 


