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Executive Report 
Dear Aranda Community, 
 
As we finish up Week 4 of this term, I’m constantly amazed by the dedication our 
students show daily. Everywhere you go around the school, the students work hard 
in all areas of their schooling, not just in the classroom. While doing recess and 
lunch duties, you see the G-Force team buzzing around the school, ensuring bins 
are out, sorting out the plastic lids or ensuring that Aranda is living up to its 
reputation for being a sustainable school. You also see our sporting teams 
practising, preparing for an upcoming competition. If the students aren’t involved in 
extra activities, they are just good people. It is an absolute privilege to be here. 
 
5/6 Girls Basketball 
Two weeks ago, the Year 5/6 Girls Basketball Gala Day was held. Our team versed 
three teams, winning all three games, progressing to the semi-final, and ultimately 
winning the Grand final. The most challenging team we played was the Golden 
Creek Grizzlies. We had nine players on our team. We enjoyed the day and had 
lots of fun. Everyone in our team worked well together, sharing the scoring and 
demonstrating true sportsmanship. Our coach Janine helped us to improve and 
kept us motivated in every way possible. Jess was amazing in defence, while Sol 
was a brilliant ball dribbler. Ali, Harriet and Aggie got the rebounds, Zara was a 
hardworking defender and Noor stole the ball from the opposition numerous times. 
Addison scored most of the points throughout the carnival, with Esther directing the 
team with her verbal motivational encouragement. 

 

- Sol & Addison 

 

  

 

3/4 Boys Basketball 

Congratulations to the Aranda Year 3/4 Boys basketball team. On Thursday, 3rd 

August, Will S, Eddie L, Mack H, Noah RM, Nate B, Ravi S, Hugo A, Sam W, Jack 

RM and Xavier O all enjoyed their day participating in the Jamie Pearlman Cup 

competition. They won all three of their pool games against Ainslie, Holy Spirit and 

Burgmann, followed by a close loss in our semi-final.  

Quotes from the players: 

"I loved the experience and spending the day playing basketball." 

"Having a day building our team and playing with friends was great!" 

"Mr Wark is a really great basketball coach"  

A big thank you to Chris Wark for coaching the boys. 

 

Issue 13, 

10 August 2023 

 

Dates to Remember:  
 

15 Aug  Belconnen Athletics  

16 Aug  Science Fair  

22 Aug  Y2 Birrigai Excursion 

22 Aug  
Mon/Tues Preschool 
Book Week Celebration 

24 Aug 
Thurs/Fri Pre & K-6 
Book Week Celebration 

31 Aug  Gateways Program 

12 Sep ACT Athletics Carnival 

14 Sep 3/4 Girls Bball 

14 Sep  
Just 50 Words 
Assembly  

 
2023 Aranda Calendar  

 
 
Click this link https://bit.ly/31hH976 
on any device to view the calendar 

in your browser. 

 
Sickness reminder:  
We are sending home an 
increasing number of children with 
stomach illnesses. Please 
remember that if your child vomits, 
there is an exclusion period of 24 
hours – this is an ACT Health 
requirement.  
 
Coming into the cooler weather, we 
will also start to see an increase of 
cold and flu symptoms. This could 
be a good time to remind your 
children about the importance of 
washing their hands and staying 
hygienic.  
 
If you are not able to collect your 
child when they are sick at school, 
please make sure you have an 
accessible emergency contact 
listed. If you need to update your 
emergency contact, please email: 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au   

Newsletter 

https://bit.ly/31hH976
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
New and second hand orders can be 
placed online at:  
https://arandapsuniforms.square.site/  
Orders placed by 5pm Thursday are 
delivered to class on Friday. 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

  
 

Science Fair 
Week 5 will see the 8th Aranda Science Fair take place. We have come a long way 
since 2016, with 24 students involved. Not even lockdowns and remote learning have 
stopped the momentum that the Aranda Science Fair has built throughout the years.  
 
This year is no different, with another 100-plus entries submitted and over 120 students 
participating.   
 
We look forward to hosting our community in the library and hall on Wednesday, 16 
August, between 5:00pm and 6:30pm to see what the brilliant minds of Aranda have 
been trying to solve. 
 
 
Trivia Night 
Please join us for the 2023 P&C Trivia night to support a great cause. All proceeds 
from the Trivia Night will support The Nest, which is a dedicated space for small group 
work and one-on-one learning. 
 

• Date: Friday, 18 August 2023 

• Time: Doors open at 6:00 pm for a 6:30 pm start 

• Venue: The Fred Daly Room, Belconnen Labor Club 

• Dinner may be ordered via a QR code straight to your table, and the bar will 
be open. 
Ticket Price: $30 per person (10 per table) - www.trybooking.com/CIWEB 

 
Any questions? Email pandcassoc@gmail.com  
 
National Tree Day 
Friday, 18 July, was National Tree Day. During that day, the year fours, fives, and 
sixes all filled out a form to win prizes. Some of the prizes were key chains, straws and 
rulers, which promoted National Tree Day. 
 
During this day, the Kindergarten students read a book and pretended to be a tree as 
they were also going to help plant a few trees, but the weather prevented this from 
happening.  
 
Tuesday, August 1, provided us with better weather. We started by helping Tim (the 
school gardener) carry some tools over and then to dig holes. While digging the holes 
for the shrubs and trees, Tim informed us of some very interesting facts about the 
school's garden. For example, he said that the terraces (below the kindy playground) 
hold lots of water from La Nina (wet season), and this will help the trees survive during 
El Nino (dry season). 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farandapsuniforms.square.site%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceaa25ca6caa34edb251708da9c64c435%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637994253875833265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzmldSpWs%2FEFewxakT%2FIlcoiTe89PG2N9Da%2FOJU%2F%2BsY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/CIWEB?fbclid=IwAR31HnjV_SiEaMtHexQjWri7eV6MZBPtJD7S1EVT6Vdr6ilmBkXqFx5QrCY
mailto:pandcassoc@gmail.com
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After digging the holes, we gently pulled the shrubs out of the pots and placed them into the soil. The first tree took the 

longest to plant because it had the biggest hole to dig. When packing the soil in (because tree roots don't like air bubbles), 

we learnt the technique of putting a ring of dirt around the base of the tree. The ring helps catch rain and takes it to the base 

of the tree. The whole experience was enlightening, and I enjoyed planting new trees in the garden. 

- Eloise M 

   

  
 

G-Force 

The G-Force continue to do fantastic work around the school. They are a dedicated group of students who spend their lunch 

time ensuring bins are out, sorting the lids and sharing their knowledge of what the younger students at Aranda need to 

know to ensure everyone is doing their bit for the environment. 

 

Recently, our G-Force Members had the opportunity to talk with our Kindergarten Students. The following write-up is from 

Zara and Gen from Year 5.  
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When we can, we like to take the opportunity to talk to the younger years and educate them on where to put their rubbish. 

On Tuesday, we were invited to speak with Kindergarten about their bins. We talked to them about the different bins in 

each of the classrooms. Following this, we went outside to sort the rubbish and show them which bin we needed to use 

for different types of waste. We enjoyed this opportunity to teach and have fun with the kindergartens. 

 

I’ll finish up with a classic Kindergarten experience from this week: 

 

Teacher: What is this letter called? 

Student: R 

Teacher: What sound does it make? 

Student: rrrrrr (growling sound) 

Teacher: What word begins with the letter r? 

Student: Rrrrrrnasaurus!  

 

Every day gives us a new giggle! 

 

Cheers, 

 

James Harrison 

 

News from 2CW 

 
2CW has been busy this term. 
 
Not long ago, we took a local walk to Gossan Hill to see what the bushland in our beautiful city of Canberra looks like, 
feels like and sounds like. We discovered using our senses was a great way to write descriptive parts of our stories. 
Check these out: 
 

  
By Albert By Lilly 
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This term, our artwork has reflected the places we live. We have discussed how Canberra is such a unique city and what 

it means to us. 

  
 

We have also learnt about the Australian artist Albert Namatjira. He is one of Australia’s best-known artists. He is known 
for his use of watercolour and Australian landscapes.  
 

 

 
We learnt that Albert Namatjira was from the Arrernte land in Central Australia. The suburb name of Aranda is named 
after the area of Arrernte. The ranges contain many spectacular landscapes and have great cultural significance to the 
Arrernte people. 
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One final activity we participated in this semester was our class Science Fair project. It was a project inspired to help the 

environment by investigating food wastage. The question we wanted to answer was which food wrapping would best stop 

food from being spoiled. 
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News from 5/6MN  
 
We have started Term 3 enthusiastically for all the fun events scheduled during these ten weeks, including the start of a 
new Inquiry unit theme, Science Fair, Calendar Art, Just 50 Words, Book Week and an excursion to finish the term. Our 
learning unit theme for this term is ‘Jungle Cruise’. We will be learning all about rainforests, with a particular focus on those 
that are in Asia & Oceania. The students created a title page in their books that showcased the four layers of the rainforest 
and the animals/plants that live in each layer.  

 

   
 
Last week, we completed our Class Science Fair Project. Our research question was, ‘What happens when you cook 
popcorn using different types of oils?’. We popped popcorn using five different cooking oils and recorded differences in 
taste, smell, colour and the amount of time it took to start popping based on the smoke point of each oil. We are excited to 
share our results at the upcoming Science Fair on August 16th.  

 

     
 
Our Art lessons this term will revolve around Calendar Art and carefully designing pieces that are eye-catching and vibrant. 
Students used Sharpie, watercolour and patterned paper to create these mixed-media artworks, focusing on bright, bold 
colours and sharp lines.  
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Aranda Music and Arts 

AMA Volunteer Opportunities 

The Aranda Music and Arts Program (AMA) is seeking volunteers.  

AMA volunteers benefit from priority enrolment for their children in any of the AMA lessons.  

The roles do not involve an onerous time commitment and we are continually streamlining our processes to minimise the 

time required.  

Treasurer 

The Aranda Music & Arts committee is looking for a new treasurer (volunteer) to commence in 2024. Ideally the new 

treasurer would join the committee as soon as possible allowing a handover from the current treasurer who has been in the 

role for 6 years. The role does not involve an onerous time commitment and only requires a basic level of financial acumen. 

The current treasurer is happy to answer any questions about the role and provide more detail in regards to the work 

involved and time commitment. 

Tutor Coordinators (Piano, Violin, Guitar): 

Coordinator duties include assisting with AMA enrolments and occasional communication with tutors and families. 

If you are interested in this role or just want to find out more, please email info@arandamusicprogram.org. 

For more information about the program, see our website  

 

 

mailto:info@arandamusicprogram.org
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farandamusicprogram.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C61ab50222cf94ddf31bc08db96107a90%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C638268769769506591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TjsFqhA%2FqQsWO9oGFQPlviGgjJgZav7XMtVr945lAqo%3D&reserved=0

