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Executive Report 
Hello Aranda Community, 

 

We are at the end of Week 4 and are well and truly into the swing of being back at 

school. We are particularly proud of our Preschool and Kindergarten students who 

have been extremely settled and enthusiastic about school.  

 

 
As you are all aware, one of our school priorities is to improve the reading outcomes 

for all students. Over the next few weeks, students in Years K-2 will start bringing 

home their readers. The home reading program is a crucial step in assisting our 

children to read. Each junior team will communicate with you through Seesaw the 

specific structure of the program and how they would like you to support your child. 

In addition, we will be hosting workshops for parents so that you can learn how to 

read with your child to promote both a love for reading and their reading skills. The 

workshops will also give you an opportunity to ask questions about how you can 

best support your child to learn to read. More information about these workshops 

including how to register will be sent home over the coming weeks. 

 

I have attached the infographic below as a reminder to everyone just how important 

reading for just 20 minutes every day is in relation to a child’s academic growth. 

This is equally important for a child in Preschool as it is to a child in Year 6. 

 
(Source: Nagy, W. E., R. C. Anderson, and P. A. Herman. 1987. Learning word meanings from context 

during normal reading. American Educational Research Journal 24: 237–70.) 

 

 

 

Issue 3, 

23 February 2023 

 

   

Dates to Remember: 
 

27-28 Feb Year 3 Camp - Birrigai 

6-8 March Year 4 Camp - Kianinny   

13 March Public Holiday 

21 March 
EAL/D Family 
Networking 8:30-
9:00am  

21 March 
MT Preschool & K-6 
Harmony Day 

24 March  
TF Preschool Harmony 
Day 

 
2023 Aranda Calendar  
 

 
 

Click this link 
https://bit.ly/31hH976 on any 
device to view the calendar in 

your browser. 
 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter 

How to Add Aranda Calendar: 

1. On your computer (cannot be 

added on mobile, but once 

complete can be viewed on 

mobile), open Google Calendar. 

2.On the left, next to "Other 

calendars," click Add + > 

Subscribe to Calendar 

3.Copy and paste into the box: 

schoolsnet.act.edu.au_5gk3em6s

hvte2vvchocnn3jt24@group.cale

ndar.google.com 

4.Click Add calendar. The 

calendar appears on the left, 

under "Other calendars." 

https://bit.ly/31hH976


 

Banambila St, Aranda ACT 2614       (02) 6142 3030       www.arandaps.act.edu.au       info@arandaps.act.edu.au  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
New and second hand orders can be 
placed online at:  
https://arandapsuniforms.square.site/  
Orders placed by 5pm Thursday are 
delivered to class on Friday. 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

We are all busy in life and sometimes the easy option is to say “I’ll read with you 
tomorrow night”. The problem is, tomorrow night becomes next week, next week 
becomes next year and so on. The time spent reading with your children is something 
to cherish and not view as a burden. It is one of the few easy things we can do for our 
children as parents that can have such huge academic gains. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher if you would like more ideas 
or suggestions for how to read with your child at home. 
 
Vandalism & Break-in 
In recent weeks, we have once again seen a significant increase in the amount of 
vandalism to the school buildings. The school was broken into over the weekend. 
Brian’s (school Building Services Officer) office was ransacked and several thousands 
of dollars worth of tools and equipment were stolen. This also caused a large amount 
of damage to the school building. After the P&C Meeting last week, we also had to 
notify the police as there were a number of people riding petrol dirt bikes on the school 
grounds and across the grass cricket pitch on the Aranda ovals. 
 
Please help us by keeping an eye on the school and surroundings if you are out and 
about, particularly during the evenings and report any suspicious activity or people on 
school grounds to the police. 
 
SRC 
Please see the below list of children who will represent their class on the Student 
Representative Council (SRC) this term. The SRC meet each week to discuss 
important issues impacting our school and to provide feedback from their peers. The 
SRC also coordinates and promotes school fundraising events.  

Class 2023 SRC Representative SRC Reserve 

KCW Jasmine P Jackson T 

KRC Abigail G Gus S 

KRF Alexia A Zara K 

KKW Anna K Connor D 

1TF Hannah G Lukas F 

1DM Hannah C Coby W 

1AG Miles T-M Abigail W 

1CA Ethan W Noah S 

2LA Sophia V Scarlett T 

2MH Charlotte B Jack G 

2CW Albert M Quincy R 

3EH Valentine C Edith C 

3NJ Xavier Orgill Xanthe K 

3AW Georgina S Ella P 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farandapsuniforms.square.site%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceaa25ca6caa34edb251708da9c64c435%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637994253875833265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzmldSpWs%2FEFewxakT%2FIlcoiTe89PG2N9Da%2FOJU%2F%2BsY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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3DC Kynan M Aria A 

4MG Meg F Max M 

4BS Michael D Imogen W 

4JB Yetsho K Eddie L 

5/6BL Mahi G Esther B 

5/6RP Emma L Ruby H 

5/6CT Beattie D Emrys K 

5/6MN Sadie F Zara D 

5/6GM April M Gautam K 

5 /6 CJ Estelle R  Harry S 

Kind regards, 

Scott Pearce – Deputy Principal  

EAL/D News  
(English as an Additional Language or Dialect) 

Plans for Harmony Day celebrations are going ahead for Tuesday March 21 (week 8). All classes from our Preschool groups 
(Puggles and Bettongs) right up to Year 6 will celebrate in the morning before recess. The Thursday/ Friday preschool class 
(Quolls) will have their celebration on Friday March 24.  
 

All students are invited to dress up in traditional clothing to represent a connection their family has to another country or 
culture. Alternatively, students may wear orange - the official Harmony Day colour. Traditionally, orange signifies social 
communication and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. 
Australians can choose to wear something orange during Harmony Week to show their support for cultural diversity and an 
inclusive Australia.  
 

This year we will host an EAL/D parent networking event in the school hall between 8:30 - 9:00 am. We used to call it the 
EAL/D Breakfast, however, to be respectful and safe with how people are feeling, we will not share food this year. Tea and 
coffee will be provided. It is a wonderful chance for families to connect with each other on school grounds and for our EAL/D 
school community to introduce themselves to all our new EAL/D families.  
 

The theme of Harmony Day is “Everyone Belongs”. At Aranda, we like to develop our own more specific themes and this 
year we have chosen Music. In Music classes with Melissa Alexander, students have been learning songs from other 
cultures. To tailor the theme for the different age groups, we have decided to share nursery rhymes in other languages. 
Please consider filling out the ‘Expression Of interest’ Form (to be sent out next week) to help us gauge who is interested in 
coming in to present to your child’s class group. We hope to have lots of volunteers. Many of our older students may like to 
participate, too. They can practise and share a nursery rhyme from their childhood. It’s a lovely opportunity for many of our 
students to demonstrate their bilingual or multilingual skills.  
More information about this will be provided closer to the time.  
 

Kind regards, 
Melissa Alexander, Myriam Davies, Maya Deneve, Mel Hill, Shannon Jones, Sandra Kelly, Mara Nagaki, Courtney Ward & 
Kayla Winnel 
 

2023 Harmony Day Committee 
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Aranda Primary School Board   
 
2023 School Board Elections – Parent & Citizen Member Position (Parent Member) Voting  
 
The election for the vacant position of Parent and Citizen Member (Parent Member) on the Aranda Primary School 
Board for the period of 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2025 commences at 11am on Monday, 27 February 2023 and 
concludes at 11am on Monday, 6 March 2023.  
 
Voting Process – is now being conducted online (Qualtrics system). Online voting opens 11am Monday 27 February 
and closes 11am Monday 6 March. An email will be sent out on Monday with instructions on how to vote. The same 
information will be posted on the Aranda Primary website from Monday morning. Eligible voters can vote online at 
any time during the election period (above mentioned dates). Each eligible person may only vote once in this election.  
 
Submissions from Nominees  
 
Information about Nominee – Kristy Youngman  
“For those who I have not had the pleasure of meeting yet, my name is Kristy Youngman and I am a parent of a 
wonderful boy, Jack, in year 3 here at Aranda. Over the past few years, I have been an active member of the P&C 
and have previously served as chair of the Aranda school board. During this time, I have had the opportunity to build 
strong relationships with the school executive staff and teachers and I look forward to continuing to support the school 
over the coming years.  
 
I have applied for the role on the school board again this year as I feel this is one of the best ways I can add value to 
the school and the broader community. I have over 15 years of professional experience in business management 
and working with senior executives across the public sector and private sectors, including in education. My key 
strength lies in strategic management. This aligns nicely with the role of the school board which focuses on the 
strategic oversight and direction of the school. I hold many relevant qualifications including two master's degrees, 
one in business administration and one in project management, and I have a passion for continuous education. I feel 
very blessed that our child is able to attend such an amazing school, and I look forward to supporting the staff, 
parents and broader community in the years to come. If you see me around, feel free to say hi, and for all the new 
parents at the school, a warm welcome to you!” 
 
Information about Nominee – Teegan Coyle  
“My name is Teegan Coyle. I have 3 children at Aranda Primary. I am very passionate about Aranda Primary School 
and the continued success of our children and school staff. I am grateful to be a part of such collaborative and forward 
thinking school community and would like to support this continued direction as part of the Aranda Primary School 
board. A focus for me is to find ways to support the continued growth and development of staff and students at 
Aranda Primary.” 
 
Further Information Questions relating to this election should be directed to the Assistant Returning Officer, 
Samantha Kingham on (02) 6142 3030 or via email info@arandaps.act.edu.au 
 

 
 
 

mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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SC-ORE  

 

SC-ORE online registration: 

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=48588 

Or find the link from the Orienteering ACT website 

• Get an outdoor, screen free, body and brain workout before hitting the classroom. What better way to start the day! 

• SC-ORE is for teams of 2 girls and 2 boys. Teams can register incrementally - that is, register your child, 
then encourage friends to sign up. Not all team members need to sign up at the same time. If your team is short of a 
member, we will find another student to complete your team. 

• Parents are responsible for completing their own entries online. Cost is $28 for the 4 week series (+3% Register 
Now Booking Fee). 

• Children are required to be taken to the 4 separate venues by parent/carer by 7:45am for an 8am start. 

• Events will finish in time for children to get to school (more or less, might be a few minutes late depending on traffic). 

• For more information and to watch a 2 minute video, check out Orienteering ACT’s website 
https://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/ 

• If you don’t have a team, don’t worry! We will find you one.  
 

 
Any questions? Please email Shannon.jones@ed.act.edu.au 

Registration closes Friday 24th February! 

 

https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=48588
https://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/
https://act.orienteering.asn.au/juniors/blue-sparks/sc-ore/
mailto:Shannon.jones@ed.act.edu.au
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P&C News  

 


