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Executive Report 
 

Dear Aranda Community, 

Welcome back to Term 2, 2023. Each school year flies by more quickly than the 

last. 

We are so thrilled to be back and to be able to run our special events like face-to-

face assemblies, carnivals and camps that we have missed so much in recent 

times. 

SRC Fundraiser Disco 

Next week on Thursday, May 11, the SRC is holding a day to fundraise for the 

Australian Koala Foundation. 

We ask all students from K-6 to come dressed in outfits inspired by Australian Flora 

and Fauna. We hope this theme gives families lots of scope to create looks from 

clothes already in the cupboard or perhaps raiding the garden to get super creative. 

Each cohort will be timetabled throughout the day to dance away their support. 

DJ Christoph will lead us all to bust a move, which will be awesome! 

We encourage all students to donate a gold coin on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aranda Science Fair 2023 

It’s time to get those thinking caps on because Science Fair is back again this 

year.  

Over the last few years, the Aranda Science Fair was presented using a digital 

platform. We are very excited to announce that this year the Science Fair will return 

to an open community day/evening event where parents, family members and 

community members are invited to the school to view the science fair projects of all 

entrants. Students will have the opportunity to present their projects in person and 

have the ability to interact with their audience. All visitors will be able to vote on-site 

via a website. This year, students can present their investigations using Googles 

Slides or via poster board.  
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4 May 2023 

 

Dates to Remember: 
A reminder that junior choir is on 
Wednesday mornings from 8:30am.  
 

9 May 
ACT Swimming 
Carnival  

9 May  
Belconnen AFL 
Carnival  

25 May  
Belconnen Cross 
Country  

15 June  ACT Cross Country  

20 June  
Mon/Tues Grandfriends 
Day  

23 June  Grandfriends Day  

 
2023 Aranda Calendar  

 
 

Click this link 
https://bit.ly/31hH976 on any 
device to view the calendar in 

your browser. 
 

Sickness reminder:  
We are sending home an 
increasing number of children with 
stomach illnesses. Please 
remember that if your child vomits, 
there is an exclusion period of 24 
hours – this is an ACT Health 
requirement.  
 
Coming into the cooler weather, we 
will also start to see an increase of 
cold and flu symptoms. This could 
be a good time to remind your 
children about the importance of 
washing their hands and staying 
hygienic.  
 
If you are not able to collect your 
child when they are sick at school, 
please make sure you have an 
accessible emergency contact 
listed. If you need to update your 
emergency contact, please email: 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au   

Newsletter 

 

https://bit.ly/31hH976
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
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Important Messages 
 
Uniform Shop 
New and second hand orders can be 
placed online at:  
https://arandapsuniforms.square.site/  
Orders placed by 5pm Thursday are 
delivered to class on Friday. 
 
Current, up-to-date information 
Updated information for the education 
sector and other public sectors can be 
found on the Education Directorate’s 
website 
(https://www.education.act.gov.au) and 
ACT Health 
(https://www.health.act.gov.au)  
 
Seesaw 
If you are unable to access Seesaw, or 
do not receive communications from 
the school to connect your child, please 
contact the Front Office with your 
updated email address. 
 
Canteen 
The Canteen operates from 
Wednesday to Friday. The Canteen 
can be contacted via email on 
arandacanteen@gmail.com or phone 
on 0459 599 114.  
 
Medication at School 
All student medication must be signed 
in by a parent/carer at the Front Office 
on arrival at school. Medication must 
be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name and class. No medication is to be 
left in school bags during the day.  
 
Newsletter Publication Deadline 
Items for inclusion in the fortnightly 
newsletter must be emailed to 
info@arandaps.act.edu.au by 3.30pm 
every week on a Tuesday. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Aranda Primary School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 
avoiding eggs and all nuts.  
Our policy is available on the website. 

Students will receive the Science Fair Proposal Form in the next few weeks. This form 
will be sent via your child’s class Seesaw, and it is to be completed by Monday, 13 
June, if your child is interested in entering a project this year. 
 
Please view the link to Science Fair Google Slides 2023 to familiarise yourself with 
the presentation protocols and the explanations of the expectations for the projects. 
 
Important Dates for Your Calendar 
 
Project Proposal Due Date: Term 2 Week 5, Monday June 13  
Science Fair Projects due: Term 3 Week 3, Monday August 1 
Science Fair: Term 3 Week 5, Wednesday, August 16 
 
Happy investigating! 
Aranda Science Fair Committee 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Professional Learning 
Research has shown that teacher quality and school leadership are essential factors 
in raising student achievement. Therefore, each year we strive to match our 
professional learning with our school priorities to expand our knowledge and skills to 
improve student growth. 
Last Wednesday afternoon and into the evening, the staff participated in a professional 
learning session focused on teaching Spelling through the Sound Waves program. 
Sound Waves is a systematic synthetic phonics and word study program to develop 
reading, spelling and writing skills through phonemic awareness. 
 
Synthetic phonics uses a sound-to-letter approach, which acknowledges that sounds 
can be represented in more than one way in written form. By focusing first on the basic 
units of sound (phonemes) and then the single letters or letter combinations 
(graphemes) that can represent these sounds, students quickly learn how to read and 
spell words.  
Did you know we have 43 phonemes and 500+ graphemes to represents those sounds 
within Australian English? No wonder things get tricky! 
If you have the time sit with your child and look at the following link and ask them to 
explain what a Schwa is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9YghG6klUk 
 
Infectious diseases  
With the cooler months tapping on the door, we ask for your continued support not to 
send children to school when they are unwell. 
If your child has chickenpox, shingles, measles, mumps, covid, whooping cough or is 
suspected of having illnesses, please get in touch with the school immediately. We will 
treat all information with the utmost sensitivity, allowing the school to assess the 
contact and minimise exposure to the broader student body. 
 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farandapsuniforms.square.site%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceaa25ca6caa34edb251708da9c64c435%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637994253875833265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzmldSpWs%2FEFewxakT%2FIlcoiTe89PG2N9Da%2FOJU%2F%2BsY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.act.gov.au/
https://www.health.act.gov.au/
mailto:arandacanteen@gmail.com
mailto:info@arandaps.act.edu.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQAMcntiBvO--3PstBxE3nb6hhCx4hc-/view?usp=share_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9YghG6klUk
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New Building Works 

You may have noticed increased activity at the top end of the school near the pathway to our Kindergarten classrooms. This 

is the foundation phase of work in preparation for a new transportable space. While construction is underway, several parking 

spaces at the top end of the school may be impacted. While every measure to minimise disruption will be taken, we ask for 

your patience and extra care when driving in the school zone. 

My Thanks and warm regards, 

Lisa Kingham 

Deputy Principal  

Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 

Every year, tens of thousands of students across the ACT participate in the Chief Minister’ Reading Challenge. The 
Challenge aspires to allow every young person in the ACT to discover the joy reading can bring. Aranda PS is proud to have 
584 children registered in the challenge. The challenge is to read 30 books between Monday 24 April - Friday 21 July. 

The 2023 Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge ambassadors are local authors Jack Heath, Tracey Hawkins, Harry Laing, 
Stephanie Owen Reed and Tania McCartney, Emma Grey and Emma Batchelor. CMRC Ambassadors will share their 
experiences as writers, story tellers and readers. The Challenge is grateful for the support of the event sponsor, Paperchain 
Bookstore-Manuka. 

Ask your teacher, CMRC Coordinators Caroline Adams and Ellie Duckett for more information, or go to: 
bit.ly/ChiefMinChallenge  

 

 

News from 2MH  

2MH have had such a fun filled and exciting start to Year 2. We would like to share some of the amazing things we have 

done! 

Excursion 

On Tuesday 14th of March we were excited to go on our first excursion of the year! After spending the term learning about 

toys, transport and communication from the past we went to the Australian National Museum to learn more.   

 

bit.ly/ChiefMinChallenge
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While there we examined telephones from the past, horse pulled farm equipment, cameras and so much more. We explored 

a number of different galleries and had lunch by the lake.  It was a wonderful day out consolidating the learning we had 

done in class. 

    
 

Harmony Day  

In Week 8 we celebrated Harmony Day. Harmony Day was a time for us to celebrate each other and how we all come 

together to make Aranda Primary School so special. We were so lucky to learn a nursery rhyme in Urdu from Zummer and 

her mum, Anila. A big thank you to Mrs Kelly for leading the Harmony Day committee and Mrs Alexander for entertaining 

us during the Harmony Day Parade. 

    
Art  

Over the term we have completed some fun art activities with a focus on using different materials. We have used watercolour 

paints, oil pastels, paper, tissue paper and coloured paints. We often connect our artwork to the other areas of learning we 

have undertaken in the term. Our weaving artwork connected to HASS, our seasonal trees connected to Maths and hot air 

balloons connected to Canberra Day. 

   
Giants Visit 

On Friday 24th February we enjoyed learning some AFL skills for the GWS giants. They showed us kicking and passing 

skills as well as playing some fun games together.  

We can’t wait to see what the rest of the year will bring! 
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  News from 5/6GM 

Term 2 already! The 5/6 students have come back from the mid-semester break ready for another busy term. Here is a 
look at what some of the students from 5/6GM have been enjoying so far. 
 
Art 
In 5/6 GM, we have been creating many masterpieces to display around the classroom and school, including our self-
portraits where we looked at how to draw ourselves and all our unique features. For this masterpiece, we used oil pastels 
and coloured pencils. We also made an autumn tree art using the cubism style which we learned all about in the process. 
We have also made some alien-themed pop art and studied the pop art style. Did you know that the name pop art came 
from pop culture? As a part of our space-themed unit, we completed a galaxy artwork using oil pastels, these fit in perfectly 
with our Star Wars unit! These are just some of the amazing art we have created this year and we will continue to create 
more masterpieces like these! -Catlin Godwin 
 
Science 
One of my favourite subjects so far is Inquiry. We have been doing a variety of different topics including the solar system 
and electricity/energy. We learned about solar and lunar eclipses and made a lot of graphs, mapped the planets and 
measured the distances and diameters of all the planets. This ties in with our Star Wars unit. Our next topic was electricity. 
We learnt about protons, neutrons and electrons. We did a variety of experiments and my favourite experiment was 
building circuits and connecting wires and motors to power a lightbulb. We explored how electricity is generated and all 
the different ways to produce renewable or nonrenewable sources. This was all really fun! -Gautam Kollu 
 
CAFE Reading 
Throughout this year in 5/6GM, we have been doing a novel study on a book called ‘Space Case’. This book is about 
Dash, an 11-year-old boy from Hawaii who gets sent to the Moon with his family. One day on the Moon an astrophysicist 
named Dr. Holtz mysteriously dies. Throughout this book, we follow the journey of Dash and his quest to find the murderer. 
Our class loves reading this book. We answer comprehension questions, write summaries, and predict what will happen 
throughout the book. -Sai Jyesta 
 
Writing  
During these last few months, we have been looking at different writing techniques, including humour, emotional appeal, 
the rule of 3, and much more. We have also been writing different pieces of text, like quick writes, stories, and persuasive 
writing. When writing a persuasive text or story, we have to plan out multiple ideas, then pick the best one and expand on 
it. But if we are doing a quick write, we would just write a paragraph about a picture we saw, and it would be done. I enjoy 
writing and I am looking forward to starting Narrative writing which is our next topic. -Gilbert Li 
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Swimming Carnival  

This year’s swimming carnival, held at CISAC, was a great success. Race organisation and marshalling ran seamlessly, 
with efficient assistance in timekeeping from a band of parent helpers. Swimmers’ participation showcased their fitness, 
skill level and sportsmanship. A highlight was the encouragement and cheering from the stands as swimmers 
enthusiastically supported their housemates. 
 
A number of swimmers qualified for the district swimming carnival held at the AIS. Aranda's competitors proudly 
represented the school with great success. In fact, 7 swimmers have now qualified to go on to the ACT 12U Swimming 
Championships which will also be held at the AIS on Tuesday 9th of May. We wish them the best of luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra High School Information Night  
 
Canberra High School will be holding their Information Night on Thursday 18th May, from 6-8pm in the school hall. 
All welcome to attend and no booking is required. 
 
 

 

 


